
The American Legion 
 

 
 
 

          For God and Country 
 

MINUTES OF THE DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, SATURDAY, 
MAY 20, 2017, AT NANTICOKE POST #6, SEAFORD, DE 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
At 11:00 AM, the Department Executive Committee was called to order by Department 
Commander Jeffrey K. Crouser. 
 

OPENING CEREMONIES 
 

Opening ceremonies were completed per the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies with 
Wayne Hicks, Chaplain, offering the Opening Prayer.  Commander Jeffrey K. Crouser declared 
the Department Executive Committee meeting regularly convened. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos. 
  

Department Officers Name 7/8 9/17 11/5 1/21 3/25 5/20  

Commander Jeffrey Crouser P P P P P P
1st Vice-Commander MaryAnna Moderhak P P P P E P
2nd Vice-Commander James H. Stewart P P E P P P
Adjutant Richard J. Santos P P P P P P
Assistant Adjutant Robert Michael P P P P P P
Finance Officer John A. Endres P P P P P P
Judge Advocate Davis Wright E
Asst. Judge Advocate Dennis Dinneen
Chaplain R. Wayne Hicks P P P P P P
Service Officer Joseph Houghton P P P P P E
Historian Richard Benedict P P P P E P
Sergeant-At-Arms Michael Havel P P P P P P
Past Dept. Commander James Gallagher P
Past Dept. Commander Robert Michael P P P P P P
Past Dept. Commander John A. Endres P P P P P P  
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Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos (Continued): 
 

7/8 9/17 11/5 1/21 3/25 5/20

National Officers Name

ANEC/NEC John A. Endres P P P P P P
ANEC Robert Michael  P P P P P
NEC Kenneth Whitman P

District Commanders   

New Castle District Edward Colaprete P P E E
New Castle District Paul Smith P
Kent District Owen Cole P P P P E E
Sussex District James Lafferty P P P P P P

District Vice-Commanders

New Castle District Paul Smith P
New Castle District Dwight Lacy P
Kent District Stephen Burge P
Sussex District Gary Shols P E P

DEC

New Castle District Lyman Brenner E P P P P P
New Castle District Raymond Abbott P P P P E P
Kent District Kim Endres P P P P P P
Kent District Larry Marcouillier P P P P P P
Kent District Tammy Hull P E P P P P
Sussex District Bettylou Evans P P P P P P
Sussex District Lee Glasco P E P P E P
Sussex District Edward Mazewski P P P P
Sussex District Richard Jefferson E P E P E P
Sussex District Billy Hitchens P P P E P

 
 
 

7/8 9/17 11/5 1/21 3/25 5/20

Raymond Trabbold
Clarence Jackson
Margaret Reining P P
Bettylou Evans P P P P P p
Carl Platner

Past Department Commanders
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Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos (Continued): 
 

7/8 9/17 11/5 1/21 3/25 5/20

Charles Armbruster, Jr. P P P P P
Thomas Burns
Dale Nauman
Corbit Goff
Lyman Brenner P P P P E
Ruth McBride
Larry Marcouillier P P P P P P
Edward Feeley
Kenneth Whitman P P
James Brady
John Endres P P P P P P
Robert Michael P P P P P P
James Gallagher P

Past Department Commanders

 
 

QUORUM 
 
 Commander Crouser declared a quorum present.  

 
GUESTS 

 
1. Michael Cotten, Adjutant, Detachment of Delaware, Sons of The American Legion  
2. Anthony Rowe, Member, Nanticoke Post #6  
3. William Miller, Adjutant, Nanticoke Post #6  
 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

Resignation of New Castle District Commander 
 
 Department Adjutant Santos reported receiving a resignation from Edward Colaprete, 
Commander, New Castle District.  He e-mailed Colaprete that his resignation was accepted.  As 
a procedural item, the Department Executive Committee should vote to accept Colaprete’s 
resignation.  Motion by Kim Endres and seconded by Raymond Abbott that the DEC accepts the 
resignation of Edward Colaprete as New Castle District Commander, effective Tuesday, May 2, 
2017.  Motion passed.  
 The Department Constitution & By-Laws, Article VI - Department Officers, Section 6 
provides for the district vice-commander to assume the position of district commander for the 
remaining of the administrative year (close of department convention).  Vice-Commander Paul 
Smith, Richard C. DuPont Post #18, has accepted and assumed the duties and responsibilities as 
New Castle District Commander. 
 Section 6 also spells out to replace the district vice-commander.  In the event of a 
vacancy during the term of office of the District Vice-Commander, for any reason, such vacancy 
shall be filled by the Department Executive Committee upon nomination by the District posts.  
Any such appointment shall be for the un-expired term of office only 
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 The district has nominated Dwight Lacy, Robert L. Taylor Post #13, to fill the Vice-
Commander’s position for the remainder of the admin year.  The DEC needs to vote on the 
nomination of Mr. Lacy.  Motion by MaryAnna Moderhak and seconded by Kim Endres that 
Dwight Lacy, Robert L. Taylor Post #13, fill the Vice-Commander’s position for the remainder 
of the admin year.  Motion passed. 

 
TECHNICAL MOTION 

 
A motion by Larry J. Marcouillier and seconded by Michael Havel that non-members of 

the Department Executive Committee are permitted to make reports.  Motion passed. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A motion by James Lafferty and seconded by Larry J. Marcouillier to approve the 
Minutes of the March 25, 2017 Department Executive Committee meeting as distributed by the 
Department Adjutant.  Motion passed. 
  

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER’S REPORT 
 
 He and other department officers attended the 2017 Spring National Executive 
Committee meetings, Indianapolis, IN, May 8-11, 2017.  A lot of information was discussed, 
distributed, and adopted through resolution format.  He along with NEC Endres and ANEC 
Michael will highlight several important items. 
 The NEC approved the time and place of the 2022 national convention: August 26 to 
September 1, 2022 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Dates and places of other national conventions 
are: 

Reno, Nevada  August 18-24, 2017 
Minneapolis, MN August 24-30, 2018 (100th national convention) 
Indianapolis, IN August 23-29, 2019 (100th Anniversary) 
Louisville, KY August 28 to September 3, 2020 
Phoenix, AZ  August 27 to September 2, 2021 

 There were three resolutions pertaining to national monuments.  Resolution No. 15, titled, 
Support of Gold Star Mothers National Monument.  One of the founding principles of The 
American Legion is, “To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in the great 
wars.”   Historically, mothers of fallen servicemembers began calling themselves "Gold Star 
Mothers" during the First World War.  The National Convention of The American Legion held 
in Portland, Oregon, in 1932 established a definition for a Gold Star mother.  Since 1936, each 
year on Gold Star Mother's Day, the United States president calls on all Americans to display the 
nation's flag and hold appropriate meetings to publicly express their love, sorrow, and reverence 
towards Gold Star mothers and their families.   
 The Gold Star Mothers National Monument Foundation, a nonprofit organization 
incorporated in the state of New Jersey, developed a campaign to seek approval to erect a Gold 
Star Mothers National Monument in Washington, D.C. to express the nation’s gratitude to Gold 
Star mothers and families.  The United States Congress authorized The Gold Star Mothers 
National Monument Foundation to work with the National Park Service to identify the land and 
start the process to obtain the necessary approvals from the various committees and commissions 
overseeing the protection of the Mall or other federal property in the District of Columbia.   
 The erection of this monument was further authorized to be funded through donations 
from the private sector and voluntary individual donations and at no cost to the federal 



5  Minutes DEC 2017-05-20 
 

government of the United States or the District of Columbia or from the corporate body of The 
American Legion.  The American Legion has long been in favor of honoring Gold Star mothers 
and families. 

“RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion 
in regular meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 10-11, 2017, 
That The American Legion goes on record in support of the construction of a 
national monument dedicated to Gold Star mothers and families in our nation’s 
capital without financial obligation by The American Legion; and, be it finally 
RESOLVED, That our national American Legion media channels be utilized to 
advance awareness to our membership on the progress of the Gold Star Mothers 
National Monument.” 

 
 Resolution No. 16, titled, National Global War on Terrorism Memorial.  One of the 
founding principles of The American Legion is, “To preserve the memories and incidents of our 
associations in the great wars.”  From September 2001 through present, more than 2.8 million 
American soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen answered the call to 
aggressively pursue our nation’s enemies on fronts across the globe.  With an all-volunteer force 
they continue to fight in America’s longest war, which has so far resulted in more than 6,900 
deaths and 50,000 wounded as a result of their commitment to freedom and democracy.   
 The Global War on Terror Memorial Foundation, a nonprofit organization incorporated 
in the state of Pennsylvania, is seeking congressional approval to build a memorial in 
Washington, D.C., to remember the selfless contributions of multiple generations of Americans 
who have served and sacrificed over the past two decades, and to educate future generations of 
Americans and citizens around the globe about the fight against terrorism.   
 Senator Joni Ernst (IA) introduced Senate Bill 926, Congressmen Mike Gallagher (WI-8) 
and Seth Moulton (MA-6) introduced H.R. 873 in the 115th Congress, a bipartisan bill that will 
authorize the Global War on Terror Memorial Foundation to lead the organizing efforts for the 
memorial and amend the Commemorative Works Act of 1986 to waive the 10-year requirement 
after ending of war to build a memorial by summer 2024.  The erection of this memorial should 
be funded through donations from the private sector and voluntary individual donations and at no 
cost to the federal government of the United States or the District of Columbia or from the 
corporate body of The American Legion.  The American Legion is in favor of honoring these 
veterans with such a memorial. 

“RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion 
in regular meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 10-11, 2017, 
That The American Legion goes on record to support waiver of the 10-year 
requirement after ending of war to start the process for construction of a 
memorial dedicated to Global War on Terror veterans in our nation’s capital 
without financial obligation by The American Legion and to allow the site 
selection process to start soonest; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That The American Legion would support the American Battle 
Monuments Commission, if recommended, to serve as the administer because 
of their expertise in coordinating the erection of previous national monuments 
in the National Capital Region for fundraising, design and construction of the 
National Global War on Terrorism Memorial; and, be it finally 
RESOLVED, That our national American Legion media channels be utilized to 
advance awareness to our membership on the progress of the National Global 
War on Terrorism Memorial.” 
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 Resolution No. 17, titled, National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial.  One of the 
founding principles of The American Legion is, “To preserve the memories and incidents of our 
associations in the great wars.”  There were 500,000 Americans who served in the Gulf War in a 
coalition force from 34 nations led by the United States in response to Iraq’s invasion and 
annexation of Kuwait during the codenamed operations of Desert Storm (January 17, 1991 thru 
February 28, 1991) and Desert Shield (August 2, 1990 thru February 28, 1991) and there were 
almost 400 fatalities.  The National Desert Storm Memorial Association, a nonprofit organization 
incorporated in the state of Arkansas, developed a campaign to seek approval to erect a National 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial in Washington, D.C. in honor of those who served 
during Desert Storm and Desert Shield.   
 The 113th Congress has approved that the National Desert Storm Memorial Association 
may proceed to establish the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial as a 
commemorative work on federal land in the District of Columbia without the expenditure of 
federal funds.  The National Desert Storm Memorial Association was given authority to work 
with the National Park Service to identify the land and start the process to obtain the necessary 
approvals from the various committees and commissions overseeing the protection of the Mall or 
other federal property in the District of Columbia to obtain the property and design approval as 
well as conduct fundraising.  The erection of this memorial should be funded through donations 
from the private sector and voluntary individual donations and at no cost to the federal 
government of the United States or the District of Columbia or from the corporate body of The 
American Legion.   
 It would be ideal if Congress would have assigned the responsibility of overseeing the 
design, fundraising and construction to the American Battle Monuments Commission due to 
their expertise and knowledge of erecting memorials as was done for three memorials in 
Washington, D.C.: the American Expeditionary Forces Memorial, the Korean War Memorial and 
the World War II Memorial and after construction the administration was given to the National 
Park Service.  The American Legion is in favor of honoring these veterans with such a memorial. 

“RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion 
in regular meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 10-11, 2017, 
That The American Legion goes on record in support of the construction of a 
memorial dedicated to Desert Storm and Desert Shield veterans in our nation’s 
capital without financial obligation by The American Legion; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That The American Legion would support the American Battle 
Monuments Commission, if recommended, to serve as the administer because 
of their expertise in coordinating the erection of previous national monuments 
in the National Capital Region for fundraising, design and construction of the 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial; and, be it finally 
RESOLVED, That our national American Legion media channels be utilized to 
advance awareness to our membership on the progress of the National Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield Memorial.” 

When the appropriate time comes forward to support the cenotaphs, he hopes that the 
Delaware American Legion family will support these well-deserved memorials. 
  

NATIONAL OFFICER REPORTS 
 

NEC: John Endres  
 
 He highlighted two resolutions, adopted during the 2017 Spring National Executive 
Committee meetings. 
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 Resolution No. 26, titled, Compliance with Public Law 114-31 Veterans Identification 
Card Act of 2015.  Public Law 114-31, "The Veterans Identification Card Act of 2015," signed 
into law on 20 July 2015 by the president of the United States, requires the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) to issue veteran identification cards beginning 60 days after the date the 
law was signed.  The secretary of Veterans Affairs is required to issue the veterans identification 
card to any veteran who: 

(1) requests such a card;  
(2) presents a copy of Department of Defense form DD-214 or other official document 
from the official military personnel file of the veteran that describes the service of the 
veteran; and  
(3) pays the fee under subsection (c)(I). 

 The Department of Veterans Affairs has not published their proposed rule in 
the Federal Register providing notification of their intent to begin issuing the veterans 
identification card.  The Department of Veterans Affairs has not begun issuing the veterans 
identification cards required by PL 114-31, and therefore continues to be noncompliant with the 
law.  The American Legion, at both the national and departmental levels, continues to receive 
inquiries from veterans questioning when the VA will begin issuing the veterans identification 
cards. 

“RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion 
in regular meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 10-11, 2017, 
That The American Legion urges the United States Congress to take immediate 
action to force the Department of Veterans Affairs to immediately comply with 
PL 114-31, Veterans Identification Card Act of 2015, which requires an 
appropriate and specific identification card be issued to any veteran that 
requests it; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That the United States Congress take immediate action to force 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to immediately publish its rules in the 
Federal Register specifying plans for issuing the veterans identification card; 
and, be it finally 
RESOLVED, That the Department of Veterans Affairs begin issuing the 
veterans identification card to eligible veterans no later than 30 September 
2017. 

 
 Resolution No. 23, titled, Department of Veterans Affairs Provide Mental Health 
Services for Veterans with Other than Honorable and General Discharges.  Since 2009, the Army 
has separated at least 22,000 combat veterans who had been diagnosed with mental health 
disabilities or traumatic brain injury for alleged misconduct, despite reforms intended to halt the 
administrative separations of veterans suffering from service- related conditions.  According to a 
2012 Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) report, 22 veterans per day commit suicide and 
preliminary evidence collected by the VA suggests that there are decreased rates of suicide 
among veterans receiving VA health care as opposed to veterans who do not.   
 Depending on the circumstances, veterans with “bad paper” may not be eligible for a 
broad array of VA health care and benefits, including mental health-care services that may be 
critical in the case of veterans with a history of post-traumatic stress disorder or other mental 
illness.  A similar exception to standard VA access rules exists for military sexual trauma (MST) 
and in the case of MST, veterans are eligible for MST-related care with VA regardless of their 
discharge classification and VA health-care enrollment status. 

“RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion 
in regular meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 10-11, 2017, 
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That The American Legion urge Congress to authorize the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to treat any veterans requiring urgent mental health care who 
has an Other than Honorable or General Discharge as long as the discharge is 
not a bar to benefits under section 5303 of Title 38; and, be it finally 
RESOLVED, That the mental health care authorized under this program be 
available to any veteran who was deployed in a theater of combat operations or 
an area at a time during which hostilities occurred in that area, participated in 
or experienced such combat operations or hostilities, including by controlling 
an unmanned aerial vehicle from a location other than such theater or area.” 

 
ANEC: Robert Michael 
 
 He picked two other resolutions from the Spring NEC meeting that will have an effect on 
Delaware veterans and membership. 
 Resolution #1, titled, Make Contact Information for Newly Acquired DMS Members 
Available Immediately.  Retention of members  is the greatest challenge facing The American 
Legion in the membership arena. The most at risk for not renewing are those who have been a 
member for less than one year or thereabouts.  The Direct Mail Solicitation (DMS) program 
recruits in excess of 110,000 members per year.  For the most part, departments do not have 
contact information for the first year DMS members in their area.  MyLegion.org is a free 
website designed to contact information for the first year DMS members.  Retention of new 
DMS members could increase if they could be contacted and asked to transfer into a local post 
rather than sitting in a headquarters post and not available to be contacted.   
 The Membership & Activities Committee and the Internal Affairs Commission, after 
consultation with the Finance Division have determined that this change may extend the break-
even period by up to one year, and that is an acceptable trade-off if the retention is improved.  
This resolution has the approval of the Membership & Activities Committee, the Internal Affairs 
Commission, the Marketing Commission and the Finance Commission. 

“Now, therefore, be it RESOLVED, That The American Legion make 
immediately available to departments the contact information on newly 
acquired Direct Mail Solicitation (DMS) members effective July 1, 2017 
through mylegion.org.” 
 

 Resolution #20, titled, GI Bill Fairness for Wounded Service members and Activated 
National Guard and Reservist.  In the 2012 National Defense Authorization Act, authorization 
12304b was created under Title 10, which allowed Reserve component troops to meet the 
challenges around the globe by mobilizing without counting against caps on active forces.  Even 
while serving side-by-side with active duty service members, these reservists are denied benefits 
earned for deployments including health care (pre and post-mobilization), retirement age 
reduction, pay differential, and eligibility for Post-9/11 GI Bill, due to 12304b not being included 
in Title 38 of the U.S. Code, as "active duty."  Members of the National Guard or reserve who 
are wounded in combat are given 12301(h) orders, which are similarly restrictive for their 
recovery, treatment and rehabilitation.   
 HR 1384 corrects these oversights via amendment of U.S.C. Titles 5, 10, 37 and 38 to be 
inclusive of the 12304b mobilization authority in determining eligibility for all service members 
who have mobilized under these orders.  The American Legion has identified the complicated 
and challenging process of selecting and applying for schools. 

“Now, therefore, be it. RESOLVED That The American Legion 
supports present and future amendments to U.S.C. Titles 5, 10, 37 and 
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38 commiserate with U.S.C. Title 10 authorized service, such as 
12301b and 12301{h) in order to provide Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits for 
these combat wounded, National Guard and Reservists.” 

He noted that anyone who wants a copy of any national resolution needs to contact the 
Department Adjutant or go to the national website at https://www.legion.org/resolutions. 
 

DISTRICT COMMANDER REPORTS 
 
New Castle District; Paul Smith, Commander 
 
 New Castle District will caucus at the department convention on Thursday morning, July 
13, 2017 at 0830, before the start of the session. 
 
Kent District: Owen Cole, Commander 
 
o The district met at Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7 on May 16, 2017.  David C. 

Harrison Post #14, Walter L. Fox Post #2, and Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7 were 
present.  Several items were reviewed such as fund raisers, rooms for convention, etc.   

o The district caucus will be held on Thursday, July 13, 2017, after convention meeting and 
before Memorial Service.  To be considered are nominations for officers and vote on them 
Friday.   

o There was some discussion on where Milford Post #3 is at as far as their building and what 
could be done to help.  It was decided to call and see what the district could do to help.  It is 
best if Nancy Soriano, Post Commander, get in touch with the Department Adjutant. 

o Department Second Vice Commander James Stewart talked about training. 
o Post Reports: 

#2 Will have a 4th of July parade in Dover, putting flags on graves 
#7 Cruse in on Fridays nights.  May 26 flags 11:00 cemetery.  July 4th cook out.  60 year 

membership award to Albert Wright 
#14 June 2nd officers swearing in.  June 10th SAL golf tournament.  3rd Saturday chicken 

BBQ.  New Legion Ball Team up and running   Memorial Day put out 100 to 150 flags 
    
Sussex District: James Lafferty, Commander 
 
 It is important for all posts within the Sussex District to submit their Certification of 
Election of their Post Officers to the Department Adjutant as soon as elections are completed.  
This is necessary to complete the Department Directory that will be used to identify post officers 
for the coming year as well as providing National the information deeded to identify all post 
officers.  Also of similar importance is the submission of the Consolidate Post Reports by all 
posts within the Sussex District.  This is a very important report that eventually is submitted to 
the National Organization and informs that office of all the donations, volunteer hours and other 
important data that national uses to convince the politicians in Washington of the significance of 
the American Legion membership and the power of its vote. 
 With the department convention coming rather quickly, please submit your booster forms 
and ads for the convention book as soon as you can.  Also, it is important for all posts to submit 
their list of delegates and alternates for the convention as soon as they can along with the 
delegate fee to the Department Adjutant. 
 The Sussex District will conduct its caucus on June 10th at 11 AM at Post 28.  Following 
the caucus there will be a BBQ lunch for all delegates and alternates attending the caucus.  This 

https://www.legion.org/resolutions
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caucus is important for all posts within the district.  District officers for the coming year will be 
elected as well as the district representatives to the DEC.  Please come out and support your 
district officers. 
 Please keep our Past Department Commander Jim (Moose) Gallagher in your thoughts 
and prayers.  He recently underwent surgery and is now home resting and recovering and his 
prognosis is good. 

 
AMERICANISM 

 
Americanism: Lyman R. Brenner 
 
 Read by Department Adjutant.  He attended the national Americanism Commission 
meetings in Indianapolis May 8-9, 2017.   Details of the meetings have been submitted to the 
editor of the Delaware Legionnaire and highlighted in his report. 
 The American Legion World Series.  Cleveland County American Legion Baseball World 
Series (ALBWS) Committee updated the commission regarding the various events scheduled for 
the 2017 American Legion World Series including the expanded live telecast to a total of nine 
games. The expanded coverage provides every team the opportunity to be on live TV.  A new 
promotion magazine will highlight the "Buzz" around the World Series and the future for the 
publication moving forward.  Also, important this year is TV viewership for the American 
Legion World Series.  Everyone is challenged to "Turn their TV's on" as an important way to 
assist in driving viewership on ESPN U. 
 Troop & Family Support Programs.  The Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW) program 
awarded 32 grants in 2016. These grants provided comfort and therapeutic items, activities and 
events for several hundred wounded, injured and ill servicemembers and their families, estimated 
to have directly impacted more than 7,500 individuals.  
 Baseball Committee.  The committee discussed the regional re-alignment for the 2017 
regional tournaments.  Based on the new policy to count only senior teams to determine the top 
15 departments for consideration of an additional team to fill the 64 team regional pairings, the 
committee recommends that national staff be directed to make the necessary re-alignments, if 
any, based on May 15th registration numbers for the 2017 regional tournaments. 
 The committee also discussed and adopted the 2017 American Legion Baseball National 
Tournament Rules and Policies and heard a briefing on the eight regional site inspection reports 
that have been submitted by the assigned tournament directors. 
 Requests from the Departments of Delaware, Florida and Massachusetts for rezoning 
were presented for the committee's review and approval. The committee recommends approval 
of the Plan "A" Zoning requests for these departments. 
 The committee discussed hosting a welcome reception and panel discussion at the 2018 
American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA) convention to be held in January in 
Indianapolis.  The ABCA convention is attended by nearly 6,000 baseball coaches from all levels 
in the sport.  The Legion baseball program has exhibited at this convention for over 15 years and 
this is the first time for the convention to be held in Indianapolis.  The committee recommended 
for national staff to begin coordination efforts with the ABCA and identify potential panel 
members for consideration by the committee at the 2017 Fall Meetings. 
  An update on marketing and promotional efforts was received by the committee. 
 The committee received an update on the 2017 online registration status and is pleased to 
report that 2,746 teams with intent to play have registered online for the 2017 season.  An 
additional 1,000 plus teams are expected to register in the next three weeks as the high school 
baseball seasons conclude throughout the country.   
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 Committee on Youth Education.  The committee developed the following 
recommendations for review and consideration by the Americanism Commission for the 
American Legion Legacy Scholarship.  In accordance with Resolution No. 1 of the National 
Executive Committee Spring 2016 entitled American Legion Legacy Scholarship Enhancement, 
the Legacy Scholarship was enhanced this year to provide verifiable need-based scholarships 
awards versus the previous merit-based, and now also provides scholarship awards to eligible 
children of disabled veterans who have a combined VA disability rating of 50% or greater, after 
giving first award priority to eligible children of the fallen.   
 A review validated that the decision to base the Legacy Scholarship on need vice merit 
was wise, and that the extensive research conducted in the fall of 2015 seems to have come to 
bear - the word about the Legacy Scholarship was likely being shared, as the total number of 
applications opened this first year of enhancement far exceeded expectations of many, and that 
children of the fallen are much fewer in proportion and so well-provided for that we likely never 
would have achieved the level of impact and benefit desired had we continued to focus solely 
upon the children of the fallen. 
 At the Spring 2017 meetings the Committee on Youth Education reviewed the 55 
students identified as recipients of the 2017 American Legacy Scholarship, disbursing 
$671,892.80 in scholarships for their undergraduate and/or graduate studies.  In accordance with 
Res. No. 1 NEC May 2016, all 55 awardees identified are children of Post-9111 veterans having 
been assigned a disability rating by the VA of at least fifty-percent (50%), after first given award 
priority to eligible children of the fallen. 
 The National Treasurer advised that a total of $784,134.34 was made available for the 
2017 scholarship awards.  After awarding $672.892.80 in scholarships, there is $112,241.54 that 
will be returned the trust fund for continued growth in accordance with the governing resolution. 
 There was a total of 896 online applications opened, of which 362 were submitted by the 
application due date of April 20, 2017, as required, with 27 having been received from children 
of fallen service members and 335 from children of Post-911 veterans having been assigned a 
combined disability rating by the VA of at least fifty-percent (50%). 
 The American Legion National Education Award recommendation was made that The 
American Legion National Education Award be awarded to David Azerrad, Director, B. Kenneth 
Simon Center for Principles and Politics, The Heritage Foundation. Azerrad devotes his time and 
research at The Heritage Foundation to increasing public understanding of America' s founding 
principles. 
 Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee.  Four main topics discussed: 
 1.  Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee Strategic Plan.  Discussions included 
having a Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Program information table at The American Legion 
National Convention, creation of a Youth Cadet Law Enforcement program Facebook page and 
mailing a personal letter of invitation from Chairman Price to all departments without a program.  
These action items were approved for the 2017 Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee 
Strategic Plan. 
 2.  Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Programs.  There are currently twenty-one 
depai1ments with Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Programs: Arizona, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan , Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania,  South Carolina, South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia 
and Wisconsin. 
 3.  SPPADS Conference.  Members of the Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Committee 
will attend the national SPPADS Conference June 25-30 in Columbus, Ohio.  Hosted by the 
Ohio State Highway Patrol, SPPADS stands for (S)tate and (P)rovincial (P)olice (A)cademy 
(D)irectors.  The conference is composed of Training Academy Commanders from every State 
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Police/Highway Patrol organization in the nation, and five (5) Canadian Provinces, SPPADS 
members share information regarding training policies, curriculum development and equipment.  
The Ohio State Highway Patrol, the Conference Host, has been a partner in The American 
Legion Buckeye Boys State program since 1936. 
 4.  Youth Cadet Law Enforcement Online Toolkit.  Recent Youth Cadet Law 
Enforcement Program website enhancements have been made highlighting the department 
programs of Kansas, Massachusetts, Nebraska, North Carolina, Ohio and Virginia. Featured 
programs can be viewed at https://www.legion.org/juniorlaw/resources.   
 Youth Activities Subcommittee.  Four areas were reviewed. 
 Junior Shooting Sports Program.  The 26th American Legion Junior Three Position Air 
Rifle National Championship will be held July 18-22, 2017, at the USA Shooting range facility 
located at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
The second annual Junior Shooting Sports Chairmen's Conference will be held September 15-17, 
2017, at the Sheraton City Centre Hotel in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Additional information will be 
posted on the program website. This is the same weekend as the annual Children & Youth 
Conference. 
 American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program "A Constitutional Speech 
Contest."  The 80th National Finals Contests were conducted on April 21-23, 2017, at the 
Wyndham Indianapolis West.  The 53 department winners who entered the national competition 
were all outstanding representatives of today's youth. The top three national finalists are:  

First Place Andrew Steinberg (MA) $18,000 
Second Place Robyn Anzulis (MD)  $16,000 
Third Place Chad Durante (WV)  $14,000 

The National Finalists are also the recipients of a $1,500 scholarship for having participated in 
the quarter-final contest. 
 The Media & Communications Division provided a Facebook live webcast of the 
National Final Contest with more than 6,800 views and 133 shares.  The 2018 contest will be 
held on April 13-15 at the Wyndham Indianapolis West Hotel.  The certification of department 
winners is due to National Headquarters by March 18, 2018.  The 48th annual meeting of 
department chairpersons will be held September 22-24, 2017, at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
 American Legion & Scouting.  Scott Moore Jr. from Clarksville, Tennessee, was selected 
the 2017 American Legion Eagle Scout of the year and will receive a $10,000 scholarship. 
Runners-up recipients of the $2,500 are Mitchell Woods from Hampton, Virginia, Jonathan 
Huntley from Westfield, Massachusetts, and Koen Weaver from Mount Morris, New York.  
Twenty-nine applications were submitted from the following departments: Alaska, California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington 
and Wisconsin.  At the end of 2016, there were 2,451 Scouting units chartered by American 
Legion posts, American Legion Auxiliary units, and Sons of The American Legion squadrons, 
serving 61,575 young men and women.  At the end of 2016, there were 588 American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion members who received the 
Scouting "Square Knot" award since its inception in 2003.  This award is presented in 
recognition of their dedication and support in furthering Scouting programs of The American 
Legion.  The fourth annual American Legion Department Scouting Chairman's Conference will 
be held  October 27-29, 2017 in Irving Texas at the Boys Scouts of America's "Scouting U" 
training facility. The conference is for all American Legion department Scouting chairmen and 
or their designees. The conference is a non-call-in conference and all expenses associated with 

https://www.legion.org/juniorlaw/resources
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participation is that of the attendees. Conference agenda topics will include the following: 
updates from your national headquarters staff, updates from the Boys Scouts of America liaison, 
and opportunities for dialogue with other Scouting program chairmen. Additional information 
will be posted on the program website. 
 American Legion Boys State & American Legion Boys Nation.  The 2017 session of 
American Legion Boys Nation will be held July 21-29, 2017, on the campus of Marymount 
University in Arlington, Virginia.  The 82nd annual meeting of American Legion Boys State 
Directors and Chairmen will be held September 22-24, 2017 at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.   
 Citizenship & Naturalization Subcommittee.  Discussions of the subcommittee began 
with reviewing its purpose and focus for promoting understanding, appreciation and active 
participation in the rights and responsibilities of American citizenship and government, as well 
as it seeking the cultural assimilation of legal immigrants and residents seeking a legal path to 
citizenship into local communities.  The Citizenship & Naturalization Subcommittee concluded 
by summarizing its recommendations to the Americanism Commission: 
• That the Americanism Commission use all means available to promote and grow 

Americanism youth programs that foster citizenship and patriotism of our nation' s youth. 
• That the Americanism Commission use all means available to encourage and promote the 

honoring of Constitution Day and Citizenship Day on September 17, 2017, and that staff use 
available resources including newsletters, e-bulletins and  other means of communication to 
promote the same. 

• That the Americanism Commission strongly urge active participation in the rights and 
responsibilities of American citizenship and American government and undertaking local 
community "Get Out The Vote" activities including encouraging all eligible citizens to 
register to vote and to cast ballots in all available elections at the federal, state and local 
levels. 

• That the Americanism Commission continue to use all means available to encourage 
honoring National Motto Day on July 30 of each year and the public and private display of 
"In God We Trust" and that staff use available resources including newsletters, e-bulletins 
and other means of communication to promote the same. 

• That the Americanism Commission use all means available to encourage promoting 
positions, programs and initiatives that uphold the path to legal immigration and naturalized 
citizenship. 

• That the Americanism Commission strongly urge vigor by Legion posts, districts and 
departments to collaborate with the Office of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) by undertaking activities that assist and assimilate immigrants seeking the legal path 
to naturalized U.S. citizenship and urging all departments and posts to provide a color guard 
for naturalization ceremonies. 

 
Boys State: Lyman Brenner 
 
 Read by Department Adjutant.  County Days are complete.  Boys State is June 11-15, 
2017.  The application fees for the Boys State program have been submitted.  PNC Robert 
Turner is a counselor for the program – he has announced that this year is his last year for Boys 
Nation.  The number of students from New Castle County is down but both Kent and Sussex 
numbers are up.  All Legionnaires are welcome to attend any day they want.   In the morning, 
wear a coat and tie – as that is the dress code for the students.  The Boys State Governor, 
Samsung winner, and the Boys Nation senators will be asked to give greetings to the department 
convention on Thursday, July 13, 2017 at 10:00 AM.  They then go to the Auxiliary and the Sons 
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of The American Legion meetings.   
 
American Legion Baseball: Roy Lamberton  
 
1. The Department of Delaware Baseball Program will begin its 92nd Season on June 6, 2017 

with 5 Games across the state.  A total of 11 Teams are in the league. 
2. This year, the National American Legion has adopted the “Safe Pitch” rules from USA 

Baseball.  Pitchers are now on a pitch count system designed to help prevent injuries to 
pitcher’s arms.  Pitch counts will be reported to the league office nightly, as determined by 
both team managers.  

3. Under the new rule changes, the State Tournament will consist of 8 Teams and will be held at 
Wilson Field, New Castle, DE again starting July 23 and continuing until a winner is chosen. 
Results must be reported by August 1st.  

4. The committee is soliciting the following: 
a. Baseball Scholarship Candidates – these students should be proposed by the Team’s 

management, and are awarded only to teams with American Legion Sponsorship, and to 
2016 High School Graduates.  They are for Academic Excellence, and Financial need. 

b. Hosts for the 2018 State Tournament.  Posts can sponsor this event and should follow the 
guidelines on the National Web Site: https://www.legion.org/baseball/resources under 
“Bid Guidelines.” Applications should be in by December 1st, 2017. 

5. Highlighted Games: 
a. Boys State at Reed Field, Wesley College. David C. Harrison Post #14, Smyrna at Walter 

L. Fox Post #2, Dover – 6 PM, June 13. (There is a full slate of games that day but we 
will make sure there is coverage by the committee.) 

b. The Annual Veterans Cup – Delaware Post #1 at Delaware Veterans Post 1 – Noon, 
Frawley Stadium, Wilmington. 

c. Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30 Annual 4th of July Game – Delvets at Joseph B. Stahl 
Memorial Post #30 – 11 AM, Wilson Field. 

6. There has been an interest expressed by a person outside the Legion to help bring a team 
back to the Lower Sussex County area – specifically the Indian River School District. That 
team was historically sponsored by Oak Orchard-Riverdale Post #28. He will be talking with 
the Post after their elections. 

7. Everyone is invited to attend a game in their area – Not every team has a pregame ceremony 
but those that do will appreciate your attendance and participation. 

 
2017 Legion Baseball Scholarship Application Online 

 
American Legion Baseball scholarships are 
available to players participating in the 2017 
Legion Baseball season. The 2017 American Legion 
Baseball scholarship nomination form is available 
at www.legion.org/basebal//resources 
To be considered for a scholarship, applicants must 
submit the completed application form along with 
three one-page letters of recommendation from a 
Legion coach or manager, Legion post commander 
or adjutant, and a community leader 

(teacher, Scout leader, minister or church leader, principal, etc.). Applicants must also complete 
the authorization form at the end of the application, including signatures from the player, parent 

http://www.legion.org/basebal/resources
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or guardian, and post commander. 
 Applications and testimonial letters must be submitted to the department headquarters 
in the Legion player's state and postmarked no later than July 15. Each applicant is considered 
for a scholarship of $500 or more from the department headquarters. 
 Department headquarters must submit their scholarship winner to National 
Headquarters by Aug. 5 for consideration for The American Legion All-Academic Team 
scholarship. Eight players will be selected to receive an additional $2,500 scholarship. A ninth 
player selected as the most outstanding member of the All-Academic Team, will be awarded an 
additional $5,000 scholarship. 
 
Boy Scouts: Daniel Seeman 
 
 Read by Department Adjutant.  Department’s 2017 Eagle Scout of the Year is Aaron 
Spock.  Aaron was not selected as the national winner.  Scott Moore Jr. of Clarksville, 
Tennessee, was selected as The American Legion's Eagle Scout of the Year on May 11, 2017. 
 Although Aaron was not selected, the national selection committee was very impressed 
with his application and record of accomplishments.  If he continues to meet the eligibility 
requirements next year, he is encouraged to again make application for the award.   
 
Children & Youth: Tammy Hull 
 
• She attended the Spring NEC meetings in Indianapolis.   
• The American Legion Endowment Fund transferred $174,834 to The American Legion for 

Children & Youth and Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation programs. 
• Temporary Financial Assistance which is partially funded by The American Legion 

Endowment Fund Corporation received $120,000. 
• During 2016, Temporary Financial Assistance provided money for shelter, utilities, food and 

clothing to 1,396 children of 600 veterans with over $830,010 in cash grants. 
• For the first quarter of 2017, TFA has provided over $210,000 to 294 children of 138 veteran 

families. 
• At the meetings, the Sons of The American Legion presented over $100,600 to The 

American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.  This brought their donations for the year to 
$564,566.   

• The 11th annual national Children & Youth Conference will be held on September 15-17, 
2017 at the Sheraton City Centre Hotel, Indianapolis, IN. 

• In committee, one resolution pertaining to C&Y was rejected, “Support Anti-Cyberbullying 
Education For Our Youth.”  The National Executive Committee concurred on the disposition 
of the resolution. 

 
 
Trooper Youth Week: Lee Glasco  
 
 The 46th Trooper Youth Week 2017 will be held at the Delaware State Police Academy 
(DSPA), Monday, June 26th through Friday, June 30th.   The opening message from Major 
Hudson and Department Commander Jeffrey K. Crouser will be Monday morning at 0800.  On 
Thursday at 1730, there will be the annual picnic at Walter L. Fox Post #2.  Graduation will be at 
the DSPA on Friday at 1600 which will be attended by Commander Crouser. 
 The recruitment of cadets has been very slow as of today there are 14 recruits; cut off is 
supposed to be May 24th; but that has been extended an extra week.  Cpl Horsey informed me 
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that several of the SRO’s (school resource officers) have told him several applications have been 
picked up so that number should improve, let’s hope so. 
 At the present time, the proposed budget is $4495. 
 
Junior Shooting Sports 
 
 ANEC Robert Michael introduced Anthony Rowe, member of Nanticoke Post #6, who is 
interested in starting a Junior Shooting Sports program at Seaford High School.   
 Legionnaire Rowe reported that he is a NJROTC Instructor at Seaford High School.  He 
has approximately 17 students who are interested in Junior Shooting Sports.  He has some gear 
to start forming a team.  Gear may be in other posts that he could use.  He asks that the 
Department Adjutant assist in contacting the posts to determine if a Junior Shooting Sports gear 
is available.  He wants to inventory gear available before purchasing more.  Pellet rifles are .177 
caliber, costing just under $1,000 each.  He is also looking for volunteers. 
 

Conventions & Meetings 
 
Convention Committee: Bettylou Evans 
 
 The 2017 - 99th Annual Department Convention is scheduled for July 13-14, 2017, at the 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino (DDH&C), 1131 North DuPont Highway, Dover, DE 19901.  
Sessions are scheduled for Thursday and Friday, commencing at 09:00 AM.  Delegates, 
alternates, delegates-at-large, past department commanders and their guests may obtain housing 
directly with and through the DDH&C.  A post may obtain housing directly with and through the 
DDH&C for its delegates, alternates, delegates-at-large, past department commanders, and/or 
guests.  Payment as usual is by credit card only.  Cutoff date for reservations is Monday, July10. 
 Below is a breakdown of the room rates.  Performance clause calls for 100 room nights 
each on Wednesday and Thursday night.  Reservation code is GLEG17. 

Nightly Room Rate $125 
8% Tax     10 
Resort Fee       6 
 
Total $141 

 Detachment into the afternoon for their convention in lieu of a morning session only 
 Adjutant Santos signed the Banquet Event Orders (BEO) for the Legion and SAL 
 Bettylou Evans to sign BEOs for the Auxiliary 
 Meeting room layouts?  Remain as 2016. 
 Schedules?  Remain as for 2016. 
 Hospitality Room?  Fire & Ice Lounge, Wednesday and Thursday nights. 
 Hospitality room 4:30-10:30 PM 
 Fire & Ice food & beverage?  Same as 2016. 
 Keep butlered food items in Fire & Ice 
 More high tables and stools in Fire & Ice 
 Fee $30 per night per person if post, unit or squadron do not contribute for Fire & Ice 
 Wrist bands for the hospitality room will be in post delegate convention registration 

packets.  
 Posts, Units, and Squadrons are asked to send their contribution to the hospitality to 

Department HQ as soon as possible  
Larry Marcouillier reminded that posts, units, and squadrons should purchase their Festival 
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Buffett tickets from the Department Adjutant.  These sales count toward our food and beverage 
total.   
 
Future Department Conventions: Commander Crouser and Adjutant Santos 
 
 As discussed during the March DEC meeting, any and all efforts would be made to keep 
The American Legion family together for annual conventions under one roof.  Venues other than 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino were considered.  Review of venues, other than Dover Downs 
Hotel & Casino: 
 No other hotels in Dover big enough. 
 Walter L. Fox Post #2 and surrounding hotels.  Post, not enough rooms for sessions.  

Interfere with normal post ops.  Everyone on their own for hotel rooms.  Delegations spread 
all over. 

 Del-Tech and surrounding hotels in north end, everyone on their own for hotel rooms.  
Enough meeting rooms for sessions.  Delegations spread all over. 

 New Castle Area, Sheraton Hotel.  Sufficient meeting rooms.  No in-room hospitality rooms.  
Corkage.  More than ½ of delegations from Sussex County.  Travel issues. 

 In the end, the only facility in the center of the state that could hold The American Legion 
family conventions and house all delegations was Dover Downs Hotel & Casino.  Negotiations 
were held with Dover Downs Hotel & Casino for the 2018, 2019, and 2020 department 
conventions.  Saturday and Sunday conventions with Friday and Saturday night stays were too 
expensive.  However, Friday and Saturday conventions with Thursday and Friday night stays 
were offered.  Dates proposed: July 6-7, 2018, July 12-13, 2019, and July 10-11, 2020.  The rates 
proposed: 

 Wednesday- $129.00 + 8% lodging tax + $6.00 resort fee 
 Thursday- $99.00 + 8% lodging tax + $6.00 resort fee 
 Friday- $159.00+ 8% lodging tax + $6.00 resort fee 

Performance clause is 80%.  Room nights are: 10 Wednesday, 120 Thursday and 120 Friday 
night.   
 Department hospitality room guarantee is $14,000 for Thursday and Friday night each.  
The Diamond Room on the 4th floor will be used for the hospitality room.  Rund tables and 
chairs available. 
 Because of immediacy, the Department Adjutant polled the Department Executive 
Committee.  Two questions: Do you approve the contracts for 2018-2020 with Dover Downs 
Hotel & Casino?  Do you authorize the department commander to sign the contracts?  On a vote 
of 13 to 1, the proposed dates and rates were approved and the department commander was 
authorized to sign the contracts.   
 To reaffirmed the motion, Bettylou Evans motioned and MaryAnna Moderhak seconded 
that department convention contracts for the 2018, 2019, and 2020 department conventions with 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino for July 6-7, 2018, July 12-13, 2019, and July 10-11, 2020 be 
approved.  Motion passed. 
 
2017 Department Convention Registration: 
 
 Department Adjutant Santos reported that the registration forms, fee schedule, and 
instructions for the 2017 department convention delegates, alternates, and delegates-at-large have 
been distributed.  See Addendum #1. 
 For the 99th Annual Department Convention, each chartered Post shall be entitled to two 
delegates and to one additional delegate for each fifty members, or major fraction thereof, whose 
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current dues have been received by the Department Adjutant thirty (30) days prior to the date of 
the convention and to one alternate for each delegate. Certain department and national officers 
and past department commanders are delegates-at-large to the department convention with a 
voice and vote. 
 Certain department and national officers shall be delegates-at-large to annual department 
convention. See Addendum #1.  The failure of any Post to properly register its delegation shall 
not deprive such department officers and national officers of the department of his or her right to 
vote, provided he, himself, or she, herself, is properly registered as a delegate. 
 All Past Department Commanders are delegates-at-large, while in good standing in their 
respective Posts. The failure of any Post to properly register its delegation shall not deprive such 
past department commander of his or her right to vote, provided he, himself, or she, herself, is 
properly registered as a delegate. 
 Delegates, alternates, delegates-at-large, and past department commanders shall be 
accredited, in writing, with first and last names, nick names acceptable, and American Legion 
member identification number, together with the registration fee of $15.00 per delegate, 
alternate, delegate-at-large, and past department commander (see attached fee schedule), to the 
department adjutant at department headquarters, 601 Bridgeville Highway, Seaford, Delaware 
(P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930) by the close of the business day, Tuesday, June 13, 
2017, at 4:00 PM.  
 Any accreditation of post delegates, post alternates, delegates-at-large, and past 
department commanders received by the department adjutant at department headquarters, 601 
Bridgeville Highway, Seaford, Delaware (P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930) after the 
close of the business day, Tuesday, June 13, 2017, at 4:00 PM shall be at a registration fee of 
$20.00 per post delegate, post alternate, delegate-at-large, and past department commander, see 
Addendum #1. 
 
2017 Department Convention Book: Kim Endres 
 
 The 2017 Department Convention Book ads are available at the following rates: Inside 
Front Cover and Back Cover $250; Back Inside Cover $225; Full Page $125, Half Page $65, and 
Business Card $25.  Boosters remain the same at $1 per name.  There are still some posts that are 
submitting two names on one line (Mr. and Mrs. - Bobby and Sue) and only contributed a dollar.  
It is not a dollar a line but a dollar per name.  She has revamped the forms (See Addendums #2a, 
2b and 3) this year to help clarify some information both for the seller and the Department.  
Another mailing to all posts will be done.  Cutoff date for submissions for ads is June 5, 2017. 
 
2017 National Convention: 
 
 Adjutant Santos reported that the 2017 National Convention will be held in Reno, 
Nevada, August 16-24, 2017.  The hotel is the Peppermill Resort Spa and Casino, 2707 South 
Virginia Avenue, Reno, NV 89502. The room rate is $154.81 per night plus $2 per night as a city 
tax.  He has received a first night deposit for the housing block of nineteen (19) rooms.  He has 
inquired on more rooms and awaits a reply from the hotel.  If anyone else is interested, they need 
to contact asap.  Housing form is (Addendum #4). 
 
2017 National Convention - National Commander's Banquet 
 
 Adjutant Santos reported that the 2017 National Convention - National Commander's 
Banquet will be held on Tuesday, August 22, 2017, commencing at 6:00 PM in the Reno-Sparks 
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Convention Center.  Tickets are $47.00 per person and each table is a round for eight (8) people.  
Twenty-four tickets have been ordered.  All tickets have been purchased by Delaware attendees. 

FINANCE 
 
Department Finance Report: 
 
 Department Finance Officer John A. Endres reported that the Finance Report, dated May 
18, 2017, for FY-2017, has been distributed to the members of the Department Executive 
Committee for their review.  On a motion by John Endres and seconded by Larry Marcouillier 
that the report be accepted as distributed, subject to audit.  Motion passed. 
 Motion by John Endres and seconded by Michael Havel that he Department Finance 
Officer shall pay all legal bills and amounts due until such time as the Department Executive 
Committee holds its next regular meeting.  Motion passed. 
 
Budget Committee: Kim Endres 
 
 The Finance Committee met April 29, 2017 at the Department Headquarters to discuss 
and prepare a recommended operating budget for Fiscal Year 2018. The committee ended with a 
budget showing a net profit of $107.65. Absent due to traveling on Legion business was the 
Department Adjutant whose input was needed. The committee decided to recommend the 
prepared budget subject to any agreed changes by the Department Adjutant in conjunction with 
the Department Finance Officer. These changes were mostly related to the membership 
income/expenses and verification of insurance expenditures. When all was done, the committee 
had cut over $34,000 in expenses to arrive at a balanced budget for the FY18 year. This was in 
no way an easy task. 
 First, please make the following adjustments/corrections discovered after all the copies 
were printed.  

Page 3 –  
Line 70150 Membership Awards should be $4,442. 
Line 70100 Total Membership should be $141,142.50 

Page 5-  
Line 70600 TOTAL DEPARTMENT OFFICE EXPENSES should be $21,754  

Page 6  
 TOTAL EXPENSES should be $277,909.85 
The Summary section will then read  

Total Revenue  $283,907.00  
Less Total Expenses  $277,909.85 
Net income    $    5,997.15 

 In Summary, the major changes are as follows: 
Revenue is a net increase of $3,571.00 
• Membership decreased $12,541 
• Other Income increased $16,022 this was due to  

o Adding the Membership fundraiser $1,000 
o Adding Department Apparel Income $1,000 (selling the polo shirts) 
o Adding the Department Coin $10,000 

 This coin revenue is a one-time shot so this revenue will need to come from other 
sources in the FY19 budget 

o Budgeting for royalty payments and other payments received from National 
Expenses were decreased $34,788.15  
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• largely due to membership dues to National with a decrease of $28,528.50 
• every budget line as a net was decreased with the exception of the following expenses which 

are notable: 
o Website was increased to an $1,000 – obtaining multi year maintenance/software 

agreements that renew on a rotating schedule so they don’t all occur in one year 
o Department Apparel Expenses of $800 – associated with revenue 
o Membership fundraiser $525 – associated with revenue 
o Membership Coin $1500 – associated with revenue 
o National Convention was a net increase of $150 which is a result of the Assistant 

Adjutant and Finance Officer driving to Reno and transporting items for the Department 
that otherwise would need to be shipped (flags, banners, signs for the hospitality room 
etc.) 

o Revitalization expense was eliminated. It was decided that the Commander, Vice 
Commanders along with the Adjutant and Assistant Adjutant can split up amongst the 
Districts and assist in lieu of bringing in National Staff and incurring expenses.  

 It is strongly recommended that all budget lines are adhered to during FY18 and that 
when the department hosts out of state guests that involve eating out that food be purchased from 
a Post if there is a meal being served or that if a restaurant is used that the number of people 
attending be limited and/or rotated during the visit or that if the party is large that a low cost 
restaurant is selected. The finance’s will be closely monitored for FY18 due to the significant 
decrease of revenue in all the budgets. Please only bring forward requests for unbudgeted items 
that are truly deemed to be of particular concern/importance to the organization.  
 The committee will meet in the fall to discuss a budget for the Department Convention. 
 A reminder that the 501C3 Corporation needs to be activated as the Restricted Fund 
Budget for FY18 is based upon that being in operation. All committee chairmen are reminded 
that the Finance Committee has made a strong recommendation that fundraisers are to be 
conducted to help offset the expenses of the budgets.   
 Motion by Kim Endres and seconded by James Lafferty that to approve the General Fund 
Budget for FY-2018.  Motion passed. 
 
Legionnaire’s Insurance Trust (LIT): Richard J. Santos, Trustee: 
 
 The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was founded with the purpose to provide 
Legionnaires with the most advanced and least expensive form of insurance to protect 
themselves and their families while providing American Legion Departments with a reliable 
source of revenue.  Since Delaware joined the LIT in 1972, the Department has received a grand 
total of $348,611. 
 The Department of Delaware became a participating member of the LIT in 1972. Since 
its affiliation with the Trust, the Department's Legion families have enjoyed access to a wide-
range of products and services designed around the needs of veterans and their families.  The 
LIT, as the only endorsed provider of the Department's voluntary purchase programs, has made it 
possible for thousands of Legion families to collect millions of dollars in benefits by enrolling in 
one or more of the products and/or services offered. 
 The Department is expected to support the LIT by: 1) maintaining Department control of 
voluntary purchase benefits programs promotion; 2) by authorizing the use of our name and 
Legion emblems; and 3) by providing a listing of our members. 
 And, because of the unique nature of the program, the Department has come to rely on 
the LIT as a steady source of income for such endeavors as VA&R, etc.  The following chart will 
give you an overview of the financial impact the LIT has made in the Department.  These monies 
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are only possible by the LIT providing great products and services to the Legionnaires while 
enjoying the full support of the Department.  
 
Premiums Allocations  (fees} Certificates - PAID Certificates - Free AD 
 
2014 $165,683 $11,312 824 2,425 
2015 $160,194 $20,259 840 2,572 
2016 $162,576 $11,957 844 2,772 
 
 He attended the LIT’s annual board of directors meeting, April 23-26, 2017.  For 
insurance products of the LIT, Delaware Legionnaires purchased products with a $162,576 in 
premiums.  This was an increase of $2,382, or 1%, over 2015.  Delaware was one of the two 
departments that showed an increase.  As a result, he brought back royalties in allocations in the 
amount of $11,957 for the department.  The positive result is directly attributed to our 
Department Second Vice Commanders for the last two years, MaryAnna Moderhak and James 
Stewart, and their efforts in bringing LIT to the post members during their post visitations. 
 
Label Program: Peggy Lou Reining   
  
 Many donations are arriving daily.  The 2017 Spring Return Address Labels Report is as 
follows: 
 
Donations $13,171.50

Expenses:

Original Label Printing $2,745.27
Original Postage Expense 1,154.61
Addtl Label Printing
Addtl Postage
Postage Reminders
Commission 500.00

Less Expenses 4,399.88

Net Contributions $8,771.62  
 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
 
American Legion Riders: Charles Parisan 
 
 Read by Department Adjutant.  Since the last Department Meeting, a lot of good has been 
happening to the Legion Riders.  During 2016, Delaware added 3 chapters and, presently, 
Smyrna is in the process of starting a chapter, and they are waiting for final approval from 
department. 
 We had our Annual Riders Convention at the end of April.  It was held at Post 2 and was 
attended by members of 7 chapters which is the best attendance so far.  Chapters 24 and 28 had a 
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great ride for us and the lunch stop at Post 6 was organized by their Riders. The newer Chapters 
#6, 7 and 19 enjoyed it so much that they’re already asking me how they can help to make it 
even better next year and they’re eager to throw out new ideas.   We raised a lot of money for the 
American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund. 
 He has met and talked to SAL members Toby Cullen and Mike Cotten – NEC and they 
are willing to help us and organize an in-state Legacy Scholarship Poker Run either later this 
summer or fall. Again, this will include all chapters.   
 Ty Remp, Director, Oak Orchard-Riverdale Chapter #28 reported that a membership 
stand be put up at the Delaware State fair in Harrington.  Cost is $1,200 for 10 days.  Chapters 
would share the manning of the booth or table.  Larry J. Marcouillier, Callaway-Kemp-
Raughley-Tee Post #7, indicated that Post #7 will have a food stand for the Car Show at the 
fairgrounds.  As a trial, the Riders could put a membership table next to the stand and see how it 
goes before putting out $1,200. 
 
2017 Consolidated Post Reports, Post Data Form, Notification of Post/Squadron 
Commanders and Adjutants, and Certification of Election of Post Officers. 
 
 Adjutant Santos reported that the 2016-2017 Consolidated Post Report forms were 
distributed.  With extra effort, 100% can be obtained for 2016-2017.  
https://www.legion.org/publications/161252/consolidated-post-report is the hyperlink to 
complete the Consolidated Post Report on-line.  The American Legion's Consolidated Post 
Report is an opportunity for posts to document every activity they fulfilled in a 12-month 
reporting period - whether it's providing funeral honors, hosting Memorial Day or Veterans Day 
ceremonies, sponsoring youth to attend a Legion program, conducting fundraising efforts and 
more.  Posts are strongly encouraged to fill out and submit CPRs, whether in paper-based form 
or online through @ www.mylegion.org.  Submitting CPRs through MyLegion is not only faster, 
but posts can continually update the form throughout the reporting year.  And once finalized and 
submitted electronically, a PDF of the CPR is automatically generated and sent to department 
and to National Headquarters.  
 Also, the Consolidated Post Report, Post Data Form, Notification of Post/Squadron 
Commanders and Adjutants, and Certification of Election of Post Officers were mailed to all 
posts.   
 Addendum #5 is the check off list for these forms.  Please take a look.  If you have not 
submitted the four forms, please do so immediately.  He asked the department officers to remind 
the posts during their post visitations. 
 
Delaware Legionnaire: Bettylou Evans  
 
 Cut-off date is June 10, 2017.  Please try to get your articles in early so that the paper can 
be printed and distributed prior to department convention. 
 
Honor & Merit Awards: Bettylou Evans  
 
 The H&M Awards Committee will have a short meeting following the DEC.  There were 
only two (2) applications submitted. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/publications/161252/consolidated-post-report
http://www.mylegion.org/
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Membership: MaryAnna Moderhak  
 
 Several weeks ago, she attended the NEC conference in Indianapolis, always a learning 
experience.  The national commander presented a brief video, actually encouraging membership.  
It was a great reminder of what could happen in our future.  
 Do you remember George Jones singing “Who’s Going To Fill Our Shoes”?  That’s the 
BIG QUESTION.  Who is going to fill our shoes and keep our great organization, The American 
Legion, carrying forward into the future?   
 All of us, as individuals, need to keep recruiting new and contacting those former 
members to rejoin our ranks again.  Many posts within our state have credits that can be used to 
help pay these veterans dues.  USE THEM.   
 She understand that younger current and discharge military personnel have many 
problems with joining a dues paying organization what with family, jobs and having time to give 
to “just one more thing.”  You have to let them know what we do for them even if they are not 
currently a member of The American Legion and what their joining can help us continue to do.  
Make sure that they understand why it is so important to them that they become a member of our 
Legion Family. Be sure to remind them of all that The American Legion offers for their children 
and communities and how much the Legion gives back from their dues even if they can’t attend 
currently attend all meetings. 
 Don’t give up NOW on continuing to strive for increased membership in your posts or 
pass the names on to department officers, we’ll do it.  The membership year is NOT OVER. 
 There is one more “shout out” she would like to tell everyone.  There is a number of 
Legionnaire family members that volunteer countless hours of time to serving at the VA Hospital 
in Elsmere.   Many were recognized at the annual Volunteer Recognition Ceremony on April 24, 
2017 and she thanks each of them for their continued service to our veterans. 
 As always, she is at your service with a phone call or e-mail. 
 Membership as May was 9,493 members at 92.2% of goal when adding 103 revitalization 
transfers (See Addendum #6).  The On-Line Credit Report 1,496 members renewed on-line and 
123 credits remain to be used (See Addendum #7).  
    
Armed Forces Day Award:  
 
 The Armed Forces Day Award is based on the Target Date - May 8, 2017 for 101% of 
Goal in three categories.  Award to one post in each category with highest percentage exceeding 
101% of goal - $200 check in the name of the post.  Winners are: 
Category 1 - Post membership goal of 51 to 250 Charles E. Durney Post #27  
Category 2 - Post membership goal of 251 to 500  William T. Spooner Post #17   
Category 3 - Post membership goal of 501 and up Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30  
  
Recruiters To Be Awarded With ‘Carry The Legacy Forward' Pin 
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 American Legion National Commander Charles E. Schmidt will award his national 
commander pin to any Legion member who obtains three new members into the Legion.  
 A new member is any eligible person joining for the 2017 membership year who was not 
a member of The American Legion during the 2016 membership year.  Each member listed must 
be eligible for membership in The American Legion.  Forward names of SAL members or 
Auxiliary members to your detachment or unit for use in their respective incentive programs.  To 
maintain the integrity of the national commander's pin incentive program, only one pin will be 
awarded per individual.  Upon receipt, national membership staff will confirm the names and 
mail the pin directly to the person who earned it.  Commander Schmidt's incentive program will 
end June 30, 2017, or when supplies are exhausted. Go to www.legion.org/commander/pin 
 
National Commander’s Honor Ribbon 
 
 American Legion National Commander Charles E. Schmidt will award his National 
Commander Honor Ribbon to any American Legion Family that achieves 100% membership by 
May 30, 2017.  For this award, the Legion Family is defined as a post and any combination of an 
Auxiliary unit, Sons squadron or Legion Riders chapter.  Each branch must achieve 100 percent 
membership to qualify for the award.  The National Commander Honor Ribbon membership 
incentive program will end May 30, 2017.  Download the form online: 
www.legion.org/commander!ribbon. 
 
National Membership Incentives and Awards for Departments: 
 
 National Commander Charles E. Schmidt has an incentive award up for grabs.  This 
award means money for the department and recognition for a National Vice-Commander!  It will 
run from the January 1st to the May 31st, and works like this. 
 To reward departments that continue to show a culture of growth by employing the 
tactics outlined in The Strategic Plan for Sustained Membership Growth by recruiting new 
members:   

A monetary award will be issued to the department with the largest percentage increase 
of new members from January 1st to the May 31st, and the National Vice-Commander 
over the region with the largest percentage increase will receive a recognition award.  
Status updates will be emailed each target date beginning in January.  Please see below 
for other details. 

• A new member is defined as any eligible person joining for the 2017 membership year who 
was not a member of The American Legion during the 2016 membership year. 

• This award is strictly based on recruitment of new members. 
• Post transfers from any source will not count. 
• All departments are eligible for this award. 
• Categories will be the same as big 12 competition (with the addition of Mexico and 

Philippines in Category VI). 
• National Vice-Commander of the region with the largest percentage of increase will also be 

recognized. 
 
New Design to 2018 Membership Cards: Department Adjutant Santos reporting. 
 
 For 2018, Legion and SAL membership cards have been redesigned in three-part annual 
membership cards.  The overall length of the three-part card has increased in width to 14” as 
opposed to the prior years’ 12”.  The department and national portions of the three-part card have 

http://www.legion.org/commander/pin
http://www.legion.org/commander!ribbon
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increased in size in order to capture more information than in the past. The size of the actual 
member card has not changed.  New fields that have been added to the national card include:  
• Phone number 
• Gender 
• Date of birth 
• Email 
• Branch of service 
 These changes will allow posts to report address updates on the national card which has been 
prohibited in the prior years.  And since this is the only form that is received at national annually 
for every member of The American Legion and Sons, these improvements will greatly enhance 
our record keeping.  There have also been some minor updates to the department card, as well. 
See Addendum #8.  
 
Department 501(c)(3) Organization: Richard J. Santos  
 
 Status of the C3 is uncertain.  Davis Wright is handling.  As President of the board of 
directors, Jeffrey K. Crouser will contact Davis for an update.  There are donors waiting to make 
contributions. 
 
Department HQ Office Agreement: Richard J. Santos 
  
 A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Delaware National Guard (DENG) 
and department was received and reviewed by the Department Judge Advocate Davis Wright for 
legal sufficiency.  At the January DEC meeting, the DEC approved that upon receipt of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between DENG and Department and a review of the 
MOU by the Department Judge Advocate for legal sufficiency, the department adjutant was 
authorized to sign the MOU on behalf of the department.  The MOU has been signed. 
 
Legionnaire’s Insurance Trust (LIT): James H. Stewart 
 
 The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) is the one of the department’s "sponsored" 
insurance program.  The LIT has been protecting Legionnaires and their loved ones for nearly 50 
years.  Founded in 1965, the non-profit LIT is comprised of 49 departments of The American 
Legion.  For nearly five decades, the LIT has been a department endorsed insurance program. 
 The LIT provides members of the department, “No Cost Accidental Death Protection” in 
the amount of $5,000 in Accidental Death Protection while on Legion business.  Members are 
also covered for $1,000 in protection for all other covered accidents.  As a Legionnaire in good 
standing (current year's dues paid), you are eligible and guaranteed for this coverage.  You 
cannot be turned down, no matter how dangerous your job or how often you travel.  
 Important reminder, Legion Care coverage is not automatic.  Confirmation is required for 
full activation.  The link to The LIT is on the department website at http://www.delegion.org/.  
Or, you may go directly to The LIT website at https://www.Thelit.com.  The goal is to ensure 
that every Legionnaire activates this protection.  The department had 2,316 registered as of 
August 31, 2016.  The goal is to ensure that every Legionnaire activates this protection.  Below 
is a table with the number of registered by post.  The Department has 2,658 as of March 1, 2017 
(See Addendum #9).  Adjutant Santos noted that the department has had an increase of 1,000 
members signing up.  This is a direct result of Legionnaires Stewart and Moderhak taking the 
info to posts during their post visitations.  Good job. 

http://www.delegion.org/
https://www.thelit.com/
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  The same benefits are now available to members of the American Legion Auxiliary and 
Sons of The American Legion.  This information has been relayed to the Auxiliary and 
detachment. 
 
Flag Rewards Program: James H. Stewart 
 
 The second program of interest is the Flag Rewards Program through American Legion 
Flag & Emblem.  Your post can receive a 10¢ credit for each dollar spent on the purchase of 
American flags from Emblem Sales.  This includes purchases made by the post, as well as its 
members, friends, neighbors, schools, and businesses that choose to “sponsor” your post, and 
buy their flags from The American Legion.  Each post can sign up for the Flag Rewards Program 
and they can apply the points towards their purchases at Flag & Emblem.  All the information on 
this program is available on the Flag & Emblem web-site at http://emblem.legion.org.  When you 
are on the home page there is a tab on the bottom left that takes you to the flag rewards 
information.  
 If you have any questions on these programs please don’t hesitate to contact him at 
2ndvicecommander@delegion.org.  I look forward to meeting as many of you as I can as the 
department leadership team travels throughout the State. 
 
The American Legion Centennial Celebration: James H. Stewart 
  
 Commander Crouser has appointed him as the Department of Delaware’s chair for The 
American Legion Centennial Celebration.  The American Legion Centennial Celebration is not 
only about honoring the past 100 years of Legion history, but also preparing to continue the 
Legion’s legacy of service.  Events and activities at posts all around the world will showcase The 
American Legion "Still Serving America”.  The American Legion's 100th anniversary program 
and committees strive to raise awareness and stimulate activity nationwide and beyond, in honor 
of the organization's first century, with a vision of continued relevance for veterans and their 
families as the nation's largest veterans service organization moves into its second century.  
 Key objectives are: 
• Enthusiastically express to the nation, through commemorations, exhibits, ceremonies, and 
media initiatives the impact The American Legion has had over the last century, and how it 
continues to serve  
• Promote the American Legion's ongoing legacy and founding values of transition assistance, 
emphatically today as more than 1 million U. S. military troops are leaving the service in the 
drawdown from the Global War on Terrorism  
• Deliver to the nation specific messages of American Legion service and advocacy for veterans 
coming home with unique needs, including economic, psychological, and medical  
• Synergize with other entities, including the post-9/11 generation of veterans, business, 
government, and non-profit service, to ensure the founding values of The American Legion are 
fulfilled in every corner of our nation  
• Strengthen The American Legion's identity, both historical and for the future, in order to 
increase membership, involvement, contributions, and sponsorships 
 He will provide more information and is asking if the centennial posts are interested in 
completing a centennial post history.  Delaware centennial posts are Delaware Post #1, Walter L. 
Fox Post #2, Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7, and David C. Harrison Post #14.  Jim 
Sbarra, historian, David C. Harrison Post #14, has taken interest since Post #14 is one of the 
founding posts.  It is hoped that the other three posts will participate.   
  

http://emblem.legion.org/
mailto:2ndvicecommander@delegion.org
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Centennial License Plate: 
 
 Department Second Vice Commander James Stewart suggests that the department have a 
centennial license plate.  He is to get a sample to the Department Adjutant to inquiry on a price 
and proof with National Emblem Sales. 
 
Centennial Coin: 
 
 Department Adjutant Santos reported that for The American Legion Centennial, the 
department should consider having a Delaware centennial coin.  With some ideas from the 
department leadership, information was provided to National Emblem Sales on a design for a 
coin.  Attached are two proofs.  He asked if anyone had recommendations toward a design. 
 
 

 
 
 Can “First State” be inserted in the state outline?  Can the lettering in the outer ring of the 
“electrosparkle” proof be in Reflex Blue?  As to these two questions, the Department Adjutant 
has sent an inquiry to National Emblem Sales. 
 Most liked the electrosparkle” proof.  What size?  Motion by Larry J. Marcouillier and 
seconded by Tammy Hull that the coin be the larger diameter.  Motion passed.   
 Motion by Richard Benedict and seconded by Michael Havel that if “First State” can be 
inserted in the state outline and the lettering “Honorable Service Moral Obligation” in the outer 
ring of the “electrosparkle” proof be Reflex Blue, the coin will be the “electrosparkle.”  If not, go 
with the antique brass look.  Order 500.  Motion passed. 
 There were not any changes suggested for the reverse side. 
 
LEAD Training: James Stewart  
 
 Leadership, Education And Development, (L.E.A.D) is a one day, eight hour training 
session designed to provide professional development training for posts, districts and department 
level members. National staff subject matter experts cover a wide range of topics relevant to the 
Four Pillars (Americanism, National Security, Children & Youth and Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation) of The American Legion. Subject matter experts, any lesson plans, handouts and 
training materials will be provided at no expense to departments. Departments are responsible for 
identifying and providing the training facility and audio visual equipment. 
 In 2016, sixteen training opportunities were budgeted for a total of $52,500 which 
accounted for four National staff attendees at each event. Totals for 2016 were eleven LEAD 
events with $19,863 spent.  Those lower costs are a direct result of what the LEAD program has 
been transitioning to; empowering departments to conduct their own training programs by 
providing department-picked trainers to receive Train-the-Trainer LEAD materials from national 
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staff, thus allowing for more training opportunities at the district and post levels. 
 There are a number of new courses being developed for LEAD. Some of those new 
courses are: 
1. Post & Department Chaplaincy Program  
2. Post Color & Honor Guards o Effective Use of Membership Tools  
3. American Legion Amateur Radio Program  
4. American Legion Centennial Celebration  
5. Parliamentary Procedure o Leadership Development in The American Legion  
6. Developing an American Legion College 
 To qualify for a LEAD pin, any combination of 25 offered classes may be selected, 
making up eight hours of instruction. One classroom is needed for each eight-hour session.  If 
department desires a repeat of sessions or selects more than eight hours training, additional 
classrooms and equipment may be required. 
 Since LEAD' s inception 32 departments have participated in the training program with 
almost 3,500 Legion family members trained by national subject matter experts. The most 
requested classes continue to be: "American Legion Extension Institute" "Post Operations," and 
"Developing an Effective Post Membership Team." 
 
Nanticoke Post No. 6, Holding Company:  
 
 Post #6 commander, Robert Michael, reported that the post continues their efforts to 
dispose of the holding company. 
  
Detachment of Delaware: Department Adjutant 
 
National Veterans Assistance Day. The National Organization for the Sons of The American 
Legion are promoting “National Veterans Assistance Day.”  The Sons recognize this day each 
year during the month of May.  Every squadron in the country is asked to pick out one or more 
veterans and do something nice for them on that day.  It is the squadron’s choice of which day of 
the month.  
Welcome to Legiontown: Members of the Sons of The American Legion honor veterans, driven 
by their family connections and a desire to sup- port their fathers, grandfathers and others.  The 
American Legion is now encouraging Sons to go online and take one more step to honor those 
who inspired them and their commitment to continued service.  Sons are invited to share the 
stories of their fathers and/or grandfathers by going to www.Legiontown.org and clicking on 
"My Hero, Our Story" to share the memories and stories of the veterans in their lives.  Entries 
published on www. legion.org will also be considered for publication in The American Legion 
magazine. 
 
Detachment of Delaware: Charles Armbruster 
 
 He reported that the Consolidated Squadron Reports had been distributed.  All squadrons 
have submitted their forms.  On Certification of Election of Squadron Officers, Squadrons 2, 8, 
14, 19, 24, and 30 have not submitted their reports.  See Addendum #10 for a list of squadrons 
who need to submit reports. 
 Detachment membership report is Addendum #11.  Membership as May 19, 2017, was 
2,184 members at 93.21% of goal. 
 
 

http://www.legiontown.org/
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Diamond Post #11 Property Disposal  
 
 Department Adjutant Santos reported that Dennis Barnes, Realtor, Coldwell Banker 
Resort Realty, 20184 Coastal Highway, Rehoboth Beach, DE, 19971 was contracted to handle 
the sale.  The property was listed at $80,000.  After many quick offers, it was decided to increase 
our price to $180,000.  A $155,000 offer was received and the realtor was told the offer was 
accepted.  Now, awaiting next move towards a settlement.   
 Motion by John A. Endres and seconded by MaryAnna Moderhak that the net proceeds 
from the sale of Diamond State Post #11 property be put in a three-year insurance trust in 
Citizens Bank.  Motion passed. 
 
Post Oversight: Department Adjutant 
 
 Delaware Post #1:  Due to ongoing membership issues, and at the March DEC meeting, 
he recommended that the department take over administration of Post #1.  During the past three 
months, calls have been received from Post #1 members who had paid their dues, their checks 
deposited, and yet, no 2017 membership cards received.  He has notified national and department 
now assumes the admin of the post. 
 Brandywine Post #12:  Due to the death of Past Department Commander John Jackson, 
and at the March DEC meeting, he recommended that the department take over administration of 
Post #12.  He has notified national and department now assumes the admin of the post. 
 Indian River Post #22:  At the March DEC meeting, he reported a similar issue as with 
Indian River Post #22 with no one to handle post affairs.  He has notified national and 
department now assumes the admin of the post.  There are only six PUFL members left and all in 
the 90s and WW II veterans.  Lee Glasco reports that he has the post and unit charters. 
 Motion by Larry J. Marcouillier and seconded by Richard Benedict that: 

1. The Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. assumed the processing of 
membership for Delaware Post #1, Brandywine Post #12, and Indian River Post #22;  

2. The Department Adjutant is instructed to notify the National Organization of these 
actions; 

3. The Department Finance Officer is instructed to maintain the necessary financial records; 
4. The Assistant Department Adjutant will handle the processing;  
5. The Assistant Department Adjutant shall be compensated for travel expenses out of 

posts’ funds for an amount agreed by the Department Finance Officer, Department 
Adjutant, Department Commander, and Chair of Budget Committee, Kim Endres; and  

6. Any and all other expenses incurred by the department to handle the affairs of the posts 
shall reimbursed to department from posts’ funds. 

Motion passed. 
 Motion by Larry J. Marcouillier and seconded by Lee Glasco that Indian River Post #22 
be keep on the records until all members are transferred to Post Everlasting.  Motion passed. 
 
Department Headquarters: Department Adjutant: 
 
 First phase of building renovations is completed.  The offices have been relocated within 
the building.  Main office is suite 114.  Secondary office and storage is suite 113.  All furniture 
and equipment are assembled and operating.  Verizon is no longer in the broadband email 
business.  They purchased AOL to handle that line of business.  DSL was the ISP.  AOL as an 
ISP is slower than DSL.  After consulting the Department Finance Officer and Commander, it 
was decided to go with Comcast Business as the ISP.  Comcast was installed on May 15 for the 
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telephone and email services.  The email service is ten times as fast as DSL.  He is very satisfied 
with the Comcast service. 
 The accounts through Verizon’s medium, business sector for DSL, 302-628-5221, and 
302-628-3001 have been disconnected as of May 18.  The 5221 line has been transferred to 
another port, Comcast.  One account remains open with Verizon, 302-628-8981-904, and used as 
a webmaster account.  The line’s only function, and an important one, is for the department’s 
compliance officer for background checks for our youth programs.  Presently, Dennis Dinneen 
handles the monitoring of the background checks and their results.  Monthly fee is $116.91. See 
Addendum #12. 
 Motion by Larry J. Marcouillier and seconded by Kim Endres that the Verizon line 302-
628-8981 be disconnected.  Dennis Dinneen has an e-mail address off of the department website 
to use.  Motion passed. 
 
Historian: Richard Benedict  
 
1.  Accompanied the Department Commander Jeffrey K. Crouser and other department officers, 

escorting National Commander Charles E. Schmidt during his visit to Delaware, March 15 - 
17.  He visited Posts 2, 5, 6, 7, 17, 19, 28 and Dover Air Force Base. 

2.  Attended the American Legion Riders Directors April meeting. 
3.  Took photographs at the Love Stock Cancer benefit for John Wroten. 
4.  Attended the Children's Easter Egg hunt at Walter L. Fox Post 2 in April. 
 

LEGISLATIVE 
        
Legislative Alerts: Lyman R. Brenner  
 
 The actions of Congress that affect the veterans in Delaware are in a report that can be 
found on-line at www.legion.org. 
 

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION 
 
VA&R: Lyman R. Brenner 
  
 He attended the VAMC Wilmington Carnival on May 6, 2017.  He attaches the Wish List 
VAMC Wilmington Holiday Gift Program (See Addendum #13). 
 
Department Service Officer: Joseph Houghton 
 
 Since his last report to the Department Executive Committee, seven (7) community 
outreach visits were conducted.  Below is the number of veterans/dependents that were assisted 
during those visits.   

Millsboro Post #28 (2 Visits) – 14 Veterans/Dependents  
Lewes Post#17 (0 Visits) – 0 Veterans/Dependents 
Dover Post #2 (2 Visits) - 13 Veterans/Dependents 

 Since the last Delaware Executive Committee meeting, 27 claims for service 
connected/non-service connected compensation claims were submitted; below is the breakdown: 

Disability Compensation Claims - 19 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) - 2 
Veterans Non-Service Connected Disability Pension - 1 

http://www.legion.org/
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Survivors Pension Benefits - 1 
Veterans Status of Dependent Claims – 4 

Answer/responded to 781 telephone inquiries. 
 Since his last report, the Wilmington VA Regional office has awarded $666,392.77 in 
compensation payments to Delaware veterans.  Included in this amount is a retroactive payment 
of $200,197.38 for VA compensation, awarded to a Delaware veteran on appeal.  
 
Delaware Commission of Veterans Affairs: Charles Armbruster, Jr. reporting. 
 
 Delaware Veterans Home: Voted to approve the daily rate at the home by $5.00 which 
will start in June. The State will also implement a rate increase in January of 2018.  The home 
will hold a ten-year anniversary on Monday June 12.  The dental office in the home is moving 
along and the Wilmington VA is helping. 
 Home of the Brave: Residents 15 males and 4 females.  Open House held on April 27.  
Applied for female bed support through Wilkes Barre VA program.  Both homes need furniture.  
They will pick up. 
 Veterans Employment and Training Service: State of Delaware has a 24-48 hour job 
preview for veterans and the veterans need to sign up on Delaware Job Link.  Veteran 
unemployment in Delaware continues to be below 4%. 
 Dave Strawbridge of Delaware Technical and Community College/Post 25: He informed 
the commission that Veteran Resource Centers will be opening at the Terry Campus on May 
23rd and on the Owens Campus May 31st.  Areas provide a safe haven and information for 
student veterans. 
 Bear and Millsboro Memorial Cemeteries: Bear 154 and Millsboro 69 interments for 
April/May.  Bear Cemetery dedication of a Tree of Life which was donated by Spicer-Mullikin 
Funeral Home.  Leaves on the tree can be donated for $100.00 a leaf.  POW/MIA chair of honor 
will 20 May 2017. 
 Attended: Senator Carper’s Summit @ the VAMC with a visit from VA Secretary 
Shulkin.  He has 10 goals for the VA to work on.  The VA is going to send a copy of the goals.   
Kiwanis Club of Wilmington, Armed Forces Day Luncheon.  The May meeting was held at the 
Delaware National Guard “Biden” Headquarters.  MG Carol Timmons opened the meeting. 
 On June 14th, his term will expire.  He is interested in reapplying for The American 
Legion’s commissioner’s position.  The process is to submit three nominees.  The governor 
chooses the commissioner.  Commander Crouser requested the Department Adjutant to notify all 
posts for submission of candidates. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1. Edward Colaprete, Commander, New Castle District, E-mail May 2, 2017, Resignation 
2. Letter to Edward Colaprete from Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos, May 2, 2017, 

Accepting resignation 
3. Letter to Paul Smith, New Castle District Vice-Commander from Department Adjutant 

Richard J. Santos, May 2, 2017, Clarification on assuming District Commander 
4. New Castle District, Michael Burris, Adjutant re: Nomination of Dwight Lacy for District 

Vice-Commander 
5. Letter to National Judge Advocate Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., May 16, 2017, Possible non-

authorized use of The American Legion name and emblem 
6. National Commander Charles E, Schmidt, April 25, 2017, Thank you for gift 
7. Home of the Brave, April 21, 2017, Thank you for donation 
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8. National Secretary Mary "Dubbie" Buckler, National Headquarters, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Thank you for donation 

9. Child Welfare Foundation, Jason Kees, Executive Secretary, Thank you for donation   
10. Richard Anderson, Chair, National Americanism Commission, May 15, 2017, Recognizing 

Eagle Scout Aaron Spock on his submission as a candidate for Eagle Scout of the Year 
 

SPECIAL MOTION 
 

Motion by James Lafferty and seconded by MaryAnna Moderhak that all reports be approved.  
Motion passed. 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 The department will participate in the floral tribute for the Memorial Day Service at the 
War Memorial Plaza, Delaware Memorial Bridge, on May 30, 2017, commencing at 10:30 AM.  
Wreath ordered through Peter Dirga.  With The American Legion as the rotating host 
organization for 2017, our Department Commander, Jeffrey K. Crouser, will act as the Master of 
Ceremony.   
 

TECHNICAL MOTION 
 
 A motion by Kim Endres and seconded by Larry J. Marcouillier that instructs the 
Department Adjutant to review the Minutes of the Department Executive Committee meeting, 
make any necessary corrections without changing the intent of the Department Executive 
Committee, and proceed to edit and distribute the Minutes.  Motion passed. 

 
CLOSING CEREMONIES 

 
 Closing ceremonies were completed per the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies 
with Wayne Hicks, Chaplain, giving the Benediction.  Commander Jeffrey K. Crouser declared 
the Department Executive Committee meeting of the Department of Delaware, The American 
Legion, and Inc. adjourned at 1:44 PM. 
 The Minutes were recorded and prepared by Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant. 
 

 
     Richard J. Santos 



 

Addendum 1 
The American Legion 

 
 
 

           For God and Country 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Certification of Delegates, Delegates-At-Large and Alternates  
99th Annual Department Convention 

 
Date : May 15, 2017 
 
To : Post Adjutants 
     
From : Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant 
  
For the 99th Annual Department Convention, each chartered Post shall be entitled to two delegates and 
to one additional delegate for each fifty members, or major fraction thereof, whose current dues have 
been received by the Department Adjutant thirty (30) days prior to the date of the convention and to 
one alternate for each delegate. Certain department and national officers and past department 
commanders are delegates-at-large to the department convention with a voice and vote. 
 
The following department and national officers shall be delegates-at-large to annual department 
convention:  
 
Department Commander 
Department First Vice Commander 
Department Second Vice Commander 
Department Adjutant 
Department Finance Officer 
Department Judge Advocate 
Department Chaplain 
Department Historian 
Department Service Officer 
Department Sergeant-At-Arms 
One District Commander for each District 
National Executive Committeeman 
Alternate National Executive Committeeman 
 
The failure of any Post to properly register its delegation shall not deprive such department officers 
and national officers of the department of his or her right to vote, provided he, himself, or she, herself, 
is properly registered as a delegate. 
 
All Past Department Commanders are delegates-at-large, while in good standing in their respective 
Posts. The failure of any Post to properly register its delegation shall not deprive such past department  
 

“HONORABLE SERVICE – MORAL OBLIGATION” 
 

 
 



 

commander of his or her right to vote, provided he, himself, or she, herself, is properly registered as a 
delegate.”   
 
Each Post shall be required to pay the registration fee for each and every delegate that the post is 
entitled to no later than the start of the department convention. A post failing to pay registration fees 
pursuant to the preceding sentence shall have its delegation disqualified for all purposes and no 
individual delegate will be permitted to vote at the department convention; provided, however, that 
non-payment of registration fees shall not disqualify a delegation from participating in any district 
caucus or electing district officers. Payment of registration fees at any time during the department 
convention will qualify a Post delegation from that point until close of the Department Convention. 
 
Delegates, alternates, delegates-at-large, and past department commanders shall be accredited, in 
writing, with first and last names, nick names acceptable, and American Legion member identification 
number, together with the registration fee of $15.00 per delegate, alternate, delegate-at-large, and past 
department commander (see attached fee schedule), to the department adjutant at department 
headquarters, 601 Bridgeville Highway, Seaford, Delaware (P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930) 
by the close of the business day, Tuesday, June 13, 2017, at 4:00 PM.  
 
Any accreditation of post delegates, post alternates, delegates-at-large, and past department 
commanders received by the department adjutant at department headquarters, 601 Bridgeville 
Highway, Seaford, Delaware (P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930) after the close of the business 
day, Tuesday, June 13, 2017, at 4:00 PM shall be at a registration fee of $20.00 per post delegate, post 
alternate, delegate-at-large, and past department commander (see attached fee schedule). 
 
Enclosed are the certification forms for delegates, delegates-at-large, past department commanders, 
and alternates. For posts that do not have use of a computer and do their work in long hand, the forms 
need to be completed and returned to Department HQ by mail as provided above, properly signed, with 
a check for the total amount of delegate, delegate-at-large, past department commanders, and alternate 
fees. 
 
For those with a computer, the form is available in Microsoft Excel format. The computerized format 
is very easy to use. To eliminate doing the entire form, year to year, you save the blank form on your 
computer in MS Excel format. Please note that there is a tab for the delegates/delegates-at-large form 
and a separate tab for the alternate form. Open the template. Save as and name as the 2017 submission. 
Insert the requested data. Please use upper and lower case; no straight capitalization. First name nick 
names may be used.  Save the completed form. When received in HQ, the data is transferred to the 
master convention listing for delegates, delegates-at-large, and alternates; so please use the form as 
requested. E-mail the completed form to Department HQ as an attachment. Send your check by mail 
for delegate, delegate-at-large, and alternate fees to Department HQ. 
 
Delegates, delegates-at-large, and alternates do not change that often from year to year.  Follow the 
same instructions for opening, save as, and save for your 2017 submission for future years. You will 
only have to enter information on any changes for delegates, delegates-at-large, and alternates in lieu 
of doing the entire form. 
 
If you require any additional information, please contact me by telephone at 302.628.5221 or by E-
mail at adjutant@delegion.org 
 
 

mailto:adjutant@delegion.org


  

99th Annual Convention
Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc.

2017 Certification of Alternates

Post Name: District:

First Last Name ID First Last Name ID

1  33   
2 34
3 35
4 36
5  37
6 38
7 39
8 40
9 41

10 42
11 43
12 44
13 45
14 46
15 47
16 48
17 49
18 50
19 51
20 52
21 53
22 54
23 55
24 56
25 57
26 58
27   59
28 60
29 61
30 62
31 63
32 64

 Signed & Attested To: Date:  

 



 
 

99th Annual Convention
Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc.

2017 Certification of Delegates

Post Name: District:

First Last Name ID First Last Name ID Delegates At Large
 

1  33   1
2 34 2
3 35 3
4 36 4
5  37 5
6 38 6
7 39 7
8 40
9 41

10 42
11 43
12 44
13 45
14 46 0.00 0.00
15 47 $15.00
16 48 $20.00
17 49
18 50 $0.00 $0.00
19 51 Check No.
20 52
21 53
22 54
23 55
24 56
25 57
26 58
27   59
28 60
29 61
30 62
31 63
32 64

 

Number of Delegates
At-Large Delegates
Number of Alternates

Total
Delegate Fee
Late Delegate Fee

Total Fees Paid



 

Addendum 2a 
 
The American Legion 

 
 
 

           For God and Country 
 
 

CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK AD FORM 
 
 
The 99th Annual Department Convention is scheduled for July 13-14, 2017, at the Dover Downs 
Hotel & Casino, 1131 N Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901.  A 99th Annual Department Convention 
Program Book will be published and distributed to the delegates and guests.  Like most activities in 
The American Legion, the convention is a self-supporting activity.  Districts, posts, units, squadrons, 
chapters, past commander and president associations, and candidates for office are encouraged to 
purchase an ad.  Also, post business associates and outside vendors may take an ad.  Each outside 
organization or business will receive a copy of the booklet. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Email the ad copy to convbook@delegion.org in Microsoft Word© format if possible, otherwise mail 
the ad copy with the form and payment.  Fill out the form and return it with ad copy and payment to 
Convention Program Book, P.O. Box 383, Camden, DE 19934-0383, no later than June 5, 2017.  
Make checks payable to the Department of Delaware. 
 
Name: ____ ________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ Tel: _________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ___________ 
 
 
Size of Ad - Check One: Full Page $125 _ __ Half Page $65 ___ Business Card $25 ___ 
 
Check Amount: _____________Check Number: __________ Ad Copy: __Attached__Emailed 
 
Contact Name for Ad Copy Questions: ____________________________ Tel #___________ 
 
 
Date: ____________________ Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 Print Name: __________________________________________ 
 
 
Ad Sold By:_________________________ to be credited to Post No. _____________________ 
 

Addendum 2b 
 
The American Legion 

AMERICAN 
  

 

 
Primary Phone:       302 628 8981 Account Number:   

  

9

 

11
 

Bill Date:  May 7, 2017 
  

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

           For God and Country 
 
 

CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK AD FORM 
 
 
The 99th Annual Department Convention is scheduled for July 13-14, 2017, at the Dover Downs 
Hotel & Casino, 1131 N Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901.  A 99th Annual Department Convention 
Program Book will be published and distributed to the delegates and guests.  Like most activities in 
The American Legion, the convention is a self-supporting activity.  Districts, posts, units, squadrons, 
chapters, past commander and president associations, and candidates for office are encouraged to 
purchase an ad.  Also, post business associates and outside vendors may take an ad. Each outside 
organization or business will receive a copy of the booklet. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Email the ad copy to convbook@delegion.org in Microsoft Word© format if possible, otherwise mail 
the ad copy with the form and payment. Fill out the form and return it with ad copy and payment to 
Convention Program Book, P.O. Box 383, Camden, DE 19934-0383, no later than June 5, 2017. Make 
checks payable to the Department of Delaware. 
 
Name: ____ ________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ Tel: _________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ___________ 
 
 
Size of Ad - Check One: ______Inside Front Cover $250  _____Back Outside Cover $250 

  ________ Back Inside Cover $225 

 
Check Amount: _____________Check Number: __________ Ad Copy: __Attached__Emailed 
 
Contact Name for Ad Copy Questions: ____________________________ Tel #___________ 
 
 
Date: ____________________ Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 Print Name: __________________________________________ 
 
Ad Sold By:_________________________ to be credited to Post No. _____________________ 
 
 
  



 

Addendum 3 
Post Name to be listed in Program Book Under:    

  26   

  27   

  28   

  29   

  30   

  31   

  32   

  33   

  34   

  35   

  36   

  37   

  38   

  39   

  40   

  41   

  42   

  43   

  44   

  45   

  46   

  47   

  48   

  49   

  50   

Names that cannot be read by the Convention Book Chairman may not be printed or printed correctly. 
 



 

Addendum 4 
 

The American Legion  
 
 

    For God & Country 
2017 National Convention Housing Form, Reno, Nevada 

 
Hotel: Peppermill Resort Spa and Casino 
Address: 2707 South Virginia Avenue, Reno, NV 89502 
Tel:  775-826-2121 or 800-282-2444  
 
Daily Rate Schedule: $137 Per Room/Maximum up to 2 Persons  
Rollaway: Complimentary 
Tax Rate 13%: $17.81 
Total Daily Rate/Deposit: $154.81 
City Fee: $2 per room night  
Valet Parking: Complimentary  
Self-Parking: Free self-parking 
  
Name: ________________________________  Room Mate #1: ______________________ 
 
Address:    _____________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________   Address: ____________________________ 
 
Telephone:  ____________________________ Telephone: __________________________ 
 
Room Mate #3 _______________________ Room Mate #4 _______________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
    
Address: ____________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
   
Telephone: __________________________ Telephone: __________________________ 
 
Arrival Information Departure Information 
 
Date: ____________ Day: _______________ Date: ______________ Day: ____________ 
 
Rooms Choice Circle One: King Double 
 
Total Number of Nights: ______ Check No: __________    Deposit Amount: $154.81 
 
Check Payable:   Department of Delaware 
Send Form and Check to: Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
 

Date: ____________________   Signature: __________________________________________ 

 



 

Addendum 5 
 

 
Data as of Tuesday, May 23, 2017, at 0930 AM used

Department of Delaware
The American Legion, Inc.

2017  Post Data Checkoff List

Post PDR Annual CPR Certification of
Received Dues Received Commander Adjutant Received Post Officers

 
1 $40 Point of Contact Dennis Cini
2 $40 05/23/17
3 $40
4 04/03/17 $40 Jeffrey Crouser Richard J. Santos 04/03/17
5 04/03/17 $40 05/15/17 Andy Ross Ronald Webster 04/03/17 05/22/17
6 04/05/17 $35 05/06/17 Barry Sauers William Miller 05/15/17 05/15/17
7 04/17/17 $37 05/15/17 Stephen Burge Charles Werner 05/12/17
8 05/18/17 $40 05/18/17 Rowland Scott Leo Wolff, Jr. 05/18/17

10 05/15/17 $41 05/15/17 Richard Gendreau Ralph McGrath 05/15/17 05/15/17
12 04/03/17 $35 04/03/17
13 04/20/17 $30 James Grant Wilmer Hunter 05/18/17 05/22/17
14 04/03/17 $40 04/03/17
15 04/03/17 $35 04/03/17 Frederick Atkins Michael T. Houlihan 04/03/17 05/19/17
17 $40 05/15/17 Edwin Bergen Gerald Melfa 04/03/17 05/15/17
18 05/03/17 $35 05/22/17 Richard Browne John Skehan 05/15/17 05/19/17
19 05/01/17 $35
20 Point of Contact Robert Moore
21 05/15/17 $30 Point of Contact John Oscar 05/15/17
22 04/03/17 $14 04/03/17
24 $35
25 05/22/17 $40 05/22/17 Raymond Abbott Andrew Parsons 04/03/17
27 $40
28 $40
29 $35 04/05/17
30 04/03/17 $40 04/03/17
37 04/03/17 $30 Point of Contact Joseph O. Polk 04/03/17
39 04/03/17 $35 04/03/17 Rod Kushela Jeffrey Lathbury 04/03/17 05/18/17

Notification of Post Commanders & Adjutants
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Department of Delaware
The American Legion, Inc.
2017 Membership Report

Friday, May 19, 2017

       

 
Post Paid Goal Percent Need G LY ATH Del 100%

1 46 8 38 47 80.851% 9 46 2,697    3 9
10 461 35 426 466 91.416% 40 461 463    11 40
12 32 5 27 33 81.818% 6 32 188    3 6
13 66 5 71 68 104.412% 3 66 117 % $  3 3
18 359 45 314 364 86.264% 50 361 398    8 50
21 59 7 52 61 85.246% 9 60 274    3 9
25 280 27 253 284 89.085% 31 282 390    7 31
27 94 9 103 97 106.186% 6 94 249 % $  4 6
29 56 9 47 58 81.034% 11 56 139    3 11
30 501 14 515 507 101.578% 8 502 872 % $  12 8

 
1,954 108 1,846 1,985 92.997% 139 1,960  57 139

  
2 1,962 129 1,833 1,990 92.111% 157 1,978 2,134    39 157
3 71 5 66 73 90.411% 7 71 242    3 7
7 427 16 443 432 102.546% 11 427 477 % $  11 11

14 326 12 338 331 102.115% 7 327 489 % $  9 7

2,786 106 2,680 2,826 94.834% 146 2,803 62 146
 

5 319 10 309 324 95.370% 15 319 336    8 15
6 479 29 450 484 92.975% 34 481 595    11 34
8 101 2 103 103 100.000% 0 101 189 % $  4 0

15 19 0 19 20 95.000% 1 19 131  $  2 1
17 430 21 451 435 103.678% 16 430 430 % $ & 11 16
19 321 14 335 326 102.761% 9 321 692 % $  9 9
20 13 1 14 13 107.692% 1 13 138 % $  2 1
22 8 0 8 8 100.000% 0 8 106 % $  2 0
24 389 15 374 394 94.924% 20 390 409    9 20
28 2,823 310 2,513 2,858 87.929% 345 2,837 3,260    52 345
37 20 1 19 21 90.476% 2 20 46    2 2
39 15 0 15 16 93.750% 1 15 99  $  2 1

4,937 327 4,610 5,002 92.163% 392 4,954   114 392

HQ 4 415 58 357 482 74.066% 125 415    125
  

Total 10,092 599 9,493 10,295 92.210% 802 10,132    233 802

New 
Castle 

Kent 
District

Sussex 
District

Dept. Conv. 
Strength 

Date 
06/13/2017

2016 
Paid As 

Of 
06/10/16

Plus or 
Minus 

to 2016

2017 2016 As 
Of 

07/31/16

All 
Time 
High

Goal Attained
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Department 

of 
Delaware, 

The 
American 

Legion, Inc. 
 

      
 
 

2017 Membership Report 
On-Line Membership Renewal Credits as of 

Friday, May 19, 2017 
        

  
Earned 

Credits To 
Date 

Less Credits 
Used To Date 

Credits 
Available 

Post Per 
Capita Credit Balance 

Post #             
              

1   1 0 1 $10.50 $10.50 
2   330 330 0 $10.50 0.00 
3   8 6 2 $10.50 21.00 
4   74 0 74 $10.50 777.00 
5   48 48 0 $10.50 0.00 
6   41 41 0 $5.50 0.00 
7   61 61 0 $7.50 0.00 
8   7 0 7 $10.50 73.50 

10   89 89 0 $11.50 0.00 
12   2 0 2 $0.50 1.00 
13   4 4 0 $0.50 0.00 
14   32 28 4 $10.50 42.00 
15   3 0 3 $5.50 16.50 
17   65 59 6 $10.50 63.00 
18   61 60 1 $5.50 5.50 
19   36 36 0 $5.50 0.00 
20   2 2 0 $5.50 0.00 
21   12 0 12 $0.50 6.00 
22   0 0 0 -$15.50 0.00 
24   57 57 0 $5.50 0.00 
25   45 45 0 $10.50 0.00 
27   5 0 5 $10.50 52.50 
28   445 440 5 $10.50 52.50 
29   5 3 2 $5.50 11.00 
30   64 64 0 $10.50 0.00 
37   0 0 0 $0.50 0.00 
39   0 0 0 -$4.50 0.00 

           
  1497 1373 124  $1,132.00 
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ATTENTION! 
2018 Legion & SAL Membership Cards Update 

 

   
 
The three-part American Legion and SAL cards have been updated for 2018 and future years. The 
department/detachment and national portions of the card have been enlarged to capture more 
information than in the past. New fields that have been added to the Legion’s National Card 
include: Phone #, Gender, Date of Birth, Email, and Branch of Service. The SAL National Card 
now includes: Phone #, Date of Birth and Email. Only minor changes have been made to the 
department/detachment cards. 

 
In addition to the new fields, you’ll also be able to report address updates on the National Card, 
which has previously been prohibited. Be very careful to avoid the scanner code fields and make sure 
all changes are noted neatly and clearly so that membership processing isn’t delayed. If you’re adding 
or updating information, please place an “X” in the box labeled “Update record changes as noted” 
on the National Card; if you make a change without X’ing this box, it will not be caught by our 
scanning equipment. Make sure to mark only the boxes that apply. Complete instructions for 
membership card processing are included in each post/squadron membership card package. 

 

Since this is the only form that is received at national annually for every member, it will be the 
easiest method of verifying and reporting member updates on a routine basis. Record changes 
throughout the remainder of the year should continue to be reported on a Member Data Form or 
updated through the myLegion and mySAL sites as they’re received from your members. 

 
Because of the additional fields, the entire 3-part card is two inches longer than in the past; 
however, only the department and national portions were expanded. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

The member’s card, which this year features the Women in Military Service for America 
Memorial in Washington, DC, did not change. 
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Member signups for the LIT “No Cost Accidental Death Protection” in the amount of $5,000 in 

Accidental Death Protection. 
 

Delaware Post #1  30-Apr % 
Walter L. Fox Post #2    
Milford Post #3 683  
HQ Post #4 2 4.35% 
Henlopen Post #5  244 12.43% 
Nanticoke Post #6 15 21.13% 
Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post 
#7 22 5.30% 
Sussex Post #8 58 18.18% 
Lt. J. Allison O'Daniel Post #10 213 44.47% 
Brandywine Post #12 56 13.11% 
Robert L. Taylor Post #13 12 11.88% 
David C. Harrison Post #14 113 24.51% 
Glen Rayne Post #15 19 59.38% 
William T. Spooner Post #17 11 16.67% 
Richard C. DuPont Post #18 29 8.90% 
Laurel Post #19 4 21.05% 
Milton Post #20 105 24.42% 
Laurence Roberts Post #21 111 30.92% 
Dagsboro Post #24 105 32.71% 
Middletown Post #25 3 23.08% 
Charles E. Durney Post #27 20 33.90% 
Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 78 20.05% 
First State Post #29 64 22.86% 
Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30 3 3.19% 
Prattis-Deshields Post #37 519 18.38% 
Selbyville Post #39 22 39.29% 
   

 2,660 26.38% 
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Data as of Tuesday, May 23, 2017, at 0930 AM used. 
 

Sqdn  CSR  Commander Adjutant Certification of
Dues Received Sqdn Officers

2 05/15/17  
5 05/15/17 Steven Carey Robert Cunningham 05/22/17
6 05/22/17 Curtis Davidson William Miller 05/15/17
7 05/15/17 Joseph Tesoro Chris Breckenridge 05/15/17
8 05/18/17 Littleton Dryden, Jr.

14 05/22/17
17 05/15/17 David Borek Thomas Murray 05/15/17
18 05/18/17 Charles T. Armbruster Peter Dirga 05/12/17
19 05/15/17
24 05/12/17 Mack Smith, ,Jr. George Henderson
25 05/22/17 James Feeley Raymond Abbott 05/19/17
28 05/15/17 Garth Miller Edward Gossett, Jr. 05/15/17
30 05/15/17

Det

Detachment of Delaware

2017 Squadron Check Off List
Sons of The American Legion
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Sons of The American Legion 
 

Detachment of Delaware 
2017 Membership Report  

Friday, May 19, 2017 
               

                Det. Conv. 
Strength 

Date 
 2016 Plus or 

Minus 
to 2016 

2017 2016 Paid 
As Of 

06/10/2016 

        

  Paid as of   Goal All 
Time 
High 

  Attained   06/13/17 

Sqdn# 6/10/2016 Paid Goal Need Percent   G LY ATH Del 100% 

                              
2 201 16 185 204 19 90.69% 201 258         6 19 
5 51 3 48 52 4 92.31% 51 51         3 4 
6 69 3 72 70 2 102.86% 69 83   % $   3 2 
7 131 5 126 133 7 94.74% 131 151         5 7 
8 24 2 22 25 3 88.00% 24 24         2 3 
14 153 6 159 156 3 101.92% 153 226   % $   5 3 
17 152 9 161 155 6 103.87% 152 155   % $ & 5 6 
18 34 5 39 35 4 111.43% 34 34   % $ & 3 4 
19 156 19 175 159 16 110.06% 156 156   % $ & 5 16 
24 155 3 158 158 0 100.00% 155 155   % $ & 5 0 
25 19 3 16 20 4 80.00% 19 29         2 4 
28 962 107 855 972 117 87.96% 962 1,147         19 117 
30 201 33 168 204 36 82.35% 201 201         5 36 

                              
Det. 2,308 124 2,184 2,343 159 93.21% 2,308         68 159 
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